“ A ; ’ : Aes 
5 8 ahem Asa ie ig a 
Astiphes . ‘ NE eine Macnetks se ste-tolsshlsieadea Ipeheon chia ne 
: . \ 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


https://archive.org/details/congregationalchOOOOunse_nit3 


. * iI $ Hen 
It) at ren ite 
‘a ie OA sy sy, The 
6.35) i ‘9 


ny. Deny ns he : 
Nid H jh 
As fri iD 

; en nat 
| nie 

i VAG 
ead: 1s aoe 


"s 


i 


bye! 


i" 


\ BUA Hi cl 
i a“ Vi l, " hy i! 
ea 
| eect Vee 
i vv { aH |! 
4 { Ae | 


(i te: . ; i hs NI | } aN . 
. Ue a i Pas Leah lps 
Vata i fe i f Bint ati i} i ah it 

9 rts Ma. it! Wy als 


~~ 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


GENERAL CONVENTION ~ 


Congregational Ministers and Delegates 
IN THE UNITED STATES, 


Held at Albany, N. Y., on the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th of October, 1852. 
TOGETHER WITH THE 


SERMON PREACHED ON THE OCCASION, 


BY REV. JOEL HAWES, D.D. 


PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE CONVENTION. 


Ee" Property, of 


ae Rae ) ase 


Please retum to 
NEW YORK: 


S. W. BENEDICT, 16 spruce alaquate, Theological 


1852. _ Unica Library 


1,47 


w% Se ap 
Get 


i a as ty ary: 
See 


ite ' 4 
my p ‘ 
¥ ys S ry 
Pps 
GF tts CEASE 


* 


Ghe Congregational Convention, 


Held at Albany, on the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th days of October, 1852. 


Rey. 


OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION, 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. WILLIAM T. DWIGHT, D.D., or Porrtanp, Marne. 


VICE PRESIDENTS, 


Rev. 
Rey. 


NOAH PORTER, D.D., or Farmineron, Conn., 
ASA TURNER, Jr., or Denmarx, Iowa. 


SECRETARIES, 
or Brooxtyy, N. Yor, 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


R. 8. STORRS, Jr., 


JOHN C. HOLBROOK, or Dusuausr, Iowa, 
L. SMITH HOBART, or Ann Arsor, Micutcan, 


Che Holl of lembers, 


John Maltby, D.D., Bangor. 
Alexander Drummond, do. 
Gershom Hyde, Bath. 


Maine, 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


S. Souther, Fryeburg. 
Edward S. Dwight, Gorham. 
Wm. T. Dwight, D.D., Portland. 


New Hampshire, 


. J. G. Davis, Amherst. 

. Lauren Armsby, Chester. 

. Benj. P. Stone, Concord. 

. Josiah M. Stearns, Fisherville. 
. J. Cummings, Hillsboro, 

. M. Gerould, Hinsdale. 


Lewis Taylor, do. 


. Robert Page, Lempster. 
. Cyrus W. Wallace, Manchester, 


. Azariah Hyde, Benson. 


Philetus Goodrich, do. 


. Daniel Warren, Bakersfield. 
. R. C. Hand, Bennington. 
. F. W. Olmstead, Bridport. 


Joseph Steen, Brattleboro. 
C. G. Tilden, Cornwall. 


. Joseph Steele, Castleton. 


pip (Gp: Higley, do. 
Julius K. Sheldon, Dorset. 
. J. D. Sands, Essex. 


. Joseph Underwood, Hardwick. 
. James Anderson, Manchester. 


| Rev. 


Rev. 


Vermont, 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 
Rey. 


Rey. 
Rey. 


Rey. 
Rev. 


J.L. Armes, Mason. 

J. M. Ellis, Nashua. 

Daniel March, a 

C. A. Leach, 

Samuel Lee, Now Ipswich. 
M. H. Wells, Pittsfield. 

John Lawrence, Salem. 

J. P. Humphrey, Winchester. 


William Nash, New Haven. 
Charles Walker, D.D., Pittsford. 
Robert Stuart, Strafford. 

I. F. Goodhue, Shoreham. 

A. D. Barber, Saxton’s River. 
R. A. Severance, do. 

E. W. Kellogg, St. Albans. 

H. F. Leavitt, Vergennes. 

S. P. Strong, do. 

Isaiah Scott, do. 

A. Walker, West Rutland. 

Jos. Chandler, West Brattleboro. 
Samuel Clark, do. 
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Massachusetts, 
Rev. J. M. Bacon, Amesbury, Rev. Simeon Miller, Holyoke. 
Rev. Wm. H. Gilbert, Ashfield. Rey. P. K. Clark, Hinsdale. 
Rev. J. C. Farwell, Ashby. Chas, Wright, do. 
Rev. C,W. Wood, do. Rev. A. Graves, Heath. 

Paul Haywood, do. Rev. Henry M. Storrs, Lawrence. 
Rev. John F. Norton, Athol. Rev. Preston Cummings, Leicester. 
Rev. Henry Adams, Berlin. James Smith, do. 

Rev. N. Richardson, Berkley. Rev. Chester Fitch, Lenox. 

Rev. Joseph Tracy, Beverly. Rev. Henry Neill, ~ do. 

Rev. Allen Gannett, do. Rev. Daniel H. Babcock, Littleton. 
Rev. Joseph S. Clark, D.D., Boston. Rev. J. W. Tuck, Ludlow. 

Rev. Lyman Beecher, D.D., do. Pliny Pease, do. 

Rev. Edward Beecher, D.D., do. Rev. Parsons Cooke, D.D., Lynn. 

Julius A. Palmer, do. Rev. George Denham, Marlboro. 
Rev. Seth Bliss, do. Rev. Edward A. Law’ rence, Marblehead. 

Thomas Thwing, do. Rev. David Sandford, Medway. 

Rev. Asa Bullard, do. Galen James, Medford. 

Rev. Sewall Harding, do. Rev. I. C. Thacher, Middleboro. 
Rev. Increase N. Tarbox, do. Rey. L. Griggs, Millbury. 

Rey. Samuel H. Riddel, do. Samuel March, do. 

Rev. O. Rockwood, do. Tyrus March, do. 
Rev. C. Stone, do. Rev. A. Eldridge, New Bedford. 

Rev. Chas. J. Hinsdale, Blandford. Rev. Paul Couch, North Bridgewater. 

Reuben Boies, do. Rev. L. F. Dimmick, D.D., Newburyport. 
Rey. H. R. Grannis, Brookfield. Rev. Lyman Gilbert, D.D., Newton. 
Rev. David Brigham, Bridgewater. Rev. Wm. S. Leavitt, do. 
Rev. Arthur Swazy, Brighton. Joseph N. Bacon, do. 

Asa Hunting, do. R. W. Turner, Newton Centre. 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., Braintree. | Rev. W. H. Beaman, North Hadley. 

Charles M. Fogg, do. Rey. Isaac C. White, N. Abington. 
Rev. Geo. A. Oviatt, Chicopee. James Ford, do. 

Silas Mossman, do. Rey. Wm. Allen, D.D., Northampton. 
Rev. E. B. Clark, do. Rev. A. C. Pierce, do. 

Phineas Stedman, do. Rev. H. Bardwell, Oxford, 

Rev. E, S. Eggleston, Chester Village. Rev. Lyman Cutler, Pepperell. 
Rev. Wm. Wright, Chicopee Falls. Rev. Joseph Knight, Peru. 

Elias Carter, do. Rey. Heman Humphrey, D.D., Pittsfield. 

Wm. L. Bemis, do. Rev. W. H. Tyler. do. 

C. B. Wilder, Chelsea. Rey. John Todd, D.D., do. 

E. P. Mackintire, Charlestown. Thomas Gold, do. 
Rev. J. C. Strong, Chester Factories. Rev. Samuel Harris, do. 
Rev. Theodore J. Clark, Cummington. Theodore Hinsdale, do. 
Rev. James H. Means, Dorchester. Rey. Charles Livingston, Plympton. 
Rey. Alfred E. Ives, Deerfield. Rey. Nelson Clark, Quincy. 

Phinehas Field, East Charlemont. Warren Loud, © do. 

Rev. Elias Clark, Egremont. Ebenezer Alden, M.D., Randolph. 

S.C. Newman, do. Rev. Giles Pease, Sandwich. 

Ansel Clark, Kast Granville. Rev. Elias Wells, do. 

Rev..H. B. Hooker, Falmouth. » Rev. S. M. Worcester, D.D., Salem. 
Rev. B. J. Relyea, Fall River. Rev. James M. Hoppin, do. 

Thomas Hastings, Jr., Framingham. | Rev. B. G. Northrop, Saxonville. 
Rev. John C, Paine, Gardner. Rey. James O. Barney, Seekonk. 
Rey. S. S. N. Greely, Great Barrington. | Rev. Jas. P. Terry, South Weymouth. 

G. L. Granger, do. Rev. J. Jay Dana, South Adams. 
Rev. J. Aiken, Gloucester. Rev. Samuel W. Strong, Springfield, 
Rev. W. Barrows, Grantville. Rev. R. H. Seeley, do. 
Rev. John Woodbridge, D.D., Hadley. Geo. H. White, do, 
Rev. Jared O. Knapp, Hatfield. Rev. Theodore Cook, do. 

Israel Billings, do. Rey. S. G. Buckingham, do, 
Rey. David Oliphant, Haverhill. H. A. Robinson, do. 
Rey. John C. Webster, Hopkinton. Rev. Samuel Osgood, D.D., do. 


S. D. Davenport, do, Charles B. Ball, do, 


Rey. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
’ Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Henry L. Edwards, Southampton. 
Henry Cooley, Southwick. 

Porter H. Snow, 8S. Hadley Falls. 
Enoch Chapin, do. 

L. H. Sheldon, Townsend. 

Junius L. Hatch, Warwick. 
Theron G. Colton, Ware. 

John Tolman, do. 

E. Davis, D. D. , Westfield. 
Leonard Luce, Westford. 

O. H. White, Westminster. 

A. Bigelow, West Needham. 

N. Lasell, West Stockbridge. 
George W. Kniffen, do. 

S. Bryant, do. 


. Jonas Perkins, 1 Weymouth and 
N. L. White, 4 Braintree. 

. Lewis F. Clark, Whitinsville. 
P. W. Dudley, do. 

. J. A. Hazen, Williamstown. 

. A. Peters, D.D., do. 

. John M. Steele, Winchester. 

. Abijah P. Marvin, Winchendon. 

. John H, Bisbee, Worthington. 
Rev. Edward Pratt, Wrentham. 

. Horace James, do. 

. George Bushnell, Worcester. 

. E. Smalley, D.D., do. 
Elbridge G. Partridge, do. 


Rhode Island, 


E. I. Comings, Globe Village. 
Samuel Beane, Little Compton. 
J. P. Cleaveland, D.D., Providence. 


Rev. Leonard Swain, Providence. 
Rev. William J. Breed, do. 
Amos D. Lockwood, Slatersville, 


William C. Snow, do. Rev. David Andrews, Tiverton. 

Jonathan Leavitt, do. Joseph Coe, do. 

Israel H. Day, do. William C. Chapin, do. 
Connecticut, 


Owen Street, Ansonia. 

Joshua Bird, Bethlehem. 

Charles Dickinson, Birmingham. 
George W. Shelton, do. 
Lavius Hyde, Bolton. 

John Beach, Branford. 

Benjamin 8. J. Page, Bridgeport. 
Charles B, M‘Lean, Collinsville. 
Jarius Burt, Canton. 

Erastus Dickinson, Colchester. 
Philo A. Gillett, do. 
Geo. A. Calhoun, D.D., Coventry. 
Geo, A. Bryan, Cromwell. 

John Stevens, do. 

William C. Scofield, Danbury. 
Nathaniel Barnum, do. 

J. Guernsey, Derby. 

U. H. Swift, do. 

D. W. Havens, East Haven. 
Dana Goodsell, do. 

Alfred W. Morris, do.’ 

Shubael Bartlett, East Windsor. 
Nahum Gale, East Windsor Hill. 
Burdett Hart, Fair Haven. 

L. F. Benton, do. 


Lyman H. Atwater, D.D., Fairfield. 


Noah Porter, D.D., , Farmington. 
John E. Cowles, do. 
John Porter, Goshen. 

Caleb F. Page, Granby. 

Charles Bentley, Green’s Farms. 
T. B. Sturges, Greenfield. 

Joel H. Linsley, D.D., Greenwich. 
Jonas Mead, do. 
R. M. Chipman, Guilford. 

Joel Canfield, do. 

Lyman Ford, Hamden. 


Rev. Joel Hawes, D.D., Hartford. 
S. Bourne, Jr. do. 
Rev. George W. Perkins, Meriden. 
Rev. Jas. T. Dickinson, Middletown. 
Rey. Leonard Bacon, D.D., New Haven. 


Timothy Dwight, do. 
Rev. 8S. W. 8. Dutton, do. 
H. M: Bidwell, do. 
Rev. William T. Eustis, Jr., do. 
Rev. Amos G. Beman, do. 
Rev. Edward Strong, do. 
Andrew W., Deforest, do. 
Rev. J. K. Brown, do. 
Rev. Samuel Johnson, do. 


Rev. Lewis Pennell, New Fairfield. 
Seelye Barnum, do. 
Lyman Hine, New Milford. 
Gerardus Roberts, do. 

Samuel Averill, New Preston. 
Joseph Eldridge, Norfolk. 
John Franklin, North Canaan. 
Charles P. Bush, Norwich. 
John P. Gulliver, do. 
Israel P. Warren, Plymouth. 
Henry Terry, do. 

N. A. Hyde, Plainfield. 

8. G. W. Rankin, Portland. 
Daniel Payne, do. 
James Kilbourne, Prospect. 
Horace Winslow, Rockville. 
Calvin Tracy, do. 

M. L. Graham, Salisbury. 

J. H. Pettingell, Say brook. 
Samuel T. Richards, Simsbury. 
Joseph Vaill, D.D., Somers. 
Sid: Me Merwin, Southport. 
David L. Parmelee, South Farms 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Hon. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Joseph D. Hull, Suffield. Rev. 
T. G. Carver, Sharon. 
Richard Smith, do. Rev. 
Charles Galpin, Stafford. Rev. 
Milo Blakeslee, Terryville. Rev. 
J. A. M‘Kinstry, Torrington. Rev. 
Allyn S. Kellogg, Vernon. 
Ephraim Lyman, Washington. Rev. 
New York, 
Ray Palmer, D.D., Albany. Rev. 
Bradford R. Wood, do. 
Lebbeus Armstrong, Ballston. Rev. 
Henry L. West, Barryville. 
Dennis Platt, Binghamton. 
James E. New, do. Rev. G 
Joseph 8. Barris, Brighton. Rev 
Henry Ward Beecher, Brooklyn. 
Henry C. Bowen, do. Rev 
R. S. Storrs, Jr., do. 
Joseph A. Sweetser, do. Rev 
Wilham H. Mavsh, do. 
Willard Day, do. Rev 
Direk C. Lansing, D.D., do. 
Samuel Brush, do. Rev 
Nathaniel H. Eggleston, do. Rev 
William Vail, do. 
Timothy Atkinson, do, Rev 
Thomas M. Sother, do. 
Henry W. Parker, do. Rev 
D. O. Caulkins, do. Rev 
John T. Marsh, do. 
O. E. Daggett, Canandaigua, Rev 
Edward G. Tyler, do. 
A. Pryne, Cazenovia. 
M. A. Kingsbury, do. 
A. D. French, Center Lisle. Rev 
John H. Franklin, do. 
Lemuel Jewell, Columbus. Rev 
A. O. Wightman, Copenhagen. 
Jeremiah Butler, Clarkson. Rev 
R. G. Vermilye, D.D., Clinton. Rey 
William Bement, Elmira. 
Charies O. Reynolds, Flushing. Rev 
David 8. Williams, do, Rev 
L. S. Morgan, Gowanda, Rev 
C. Kidder, Groton. Rev 
H. N. Dunning, Gloversville. Rev 
Elisha Burton, do. Rev 
Charles. Mills, do. Rev 
George Cripps, Greenport, L. I. Hon 
John Foot, Hamilton. Rev 
Joseph Davis, Harford. Rey 
Edward W. Gilman, Lockport. 
Edward Simmons, do. 
New Jersey, 
David Abel, Burlington. 
William Sutherland, Lodi. Rev. 


Charles Beecher, Newark. 


S. W. Magill, Waterbury. 

Daniel B. Brinsmade, Washington. 
S. H. Elliott, Westville. 

Samuel G. Willard, Willimantic. 
John Cunningham, Winchester. 
Samuel H. Allen, Windsor Locks. 
J, H. Hayden, do. 

L. Curtis, Woodbury. 


Felix Kyte, Lumberland. 
Robert M. Mapes, do. 
T..M. Benedict, Massena. 
Baniel Wardwell, Mannsville,’ 
L. a Dana, Morrisville. 

C. Strong, Moira. 


: Thess Harris, Mt. Sinai. 


Joel Brown, do. 


. Samuel Y. Lum, Middletown. 


Elijah Smith, do. 


. Geo. B. Cheever, D.Dy, ‘NuUY. ‘City. 
O. E. Wood, do. 
. J. B. Grinnell, do. 
Edwin Stewart, do. 
. Charles B. Ray, do. 
. H. O. Schermerhorn, do. 
Samuel R. Miller, do. 
. John Marsh, D.D., do. 
Thomas Ritter, M.D., do. 
. Joshua Leavitt, do. 
. Henry Belden, do. 
Lewis Tappan, do. 
. William Patton, D.D., do. 
Jonathan D. Horton, do. 
William C. Gilman, do. 


Fred’k. W. Everest, New Lebanor. 


. Pindar Field, North’ Pitcher. 


Andrew H. Calhoun, Owego. 


. A. E. Everest, Peru. 


Edward Simmons, do. 


. Tertius 8. Clarke, D.D., Penn Yan. 
. L. F. Waldo, Poughkeepsie. 


T. Gregory, 


. Clark Lockwood, pivcthead, L.-T. 

. Philo C. Pettibone, Stockholm. 

. W. T. Reynolds, Sherman. 

. James H. Dill, Spencerport. 

. John A. Woodhull, Union Center. 
.L, C. Lockwood, U. Aquebogue, L. I. 
. Z. Eddy, Warsaw. 

. Seth M. Gates, do. 

. Caleb E. Fisher, West Bloomfield. 

. Thomas K. Beecher, Williamsburgh. 


Fordyce Sylvester, do. 


J. M. Ward, M.D., Newark. 
Samuel D. Cochrane, Paterson, 


Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Pennsylvania. 
A. B. Ross, Cambridge. | Rev. L. L. Radcliff, Randolph. 
Ohio. 
S. P. Leeds, Cuyahoga Falls. Rev. Joseph Hurlbut, Litchfield. 
John T. Avery, Cleveland. Rev. Thomas Wickes, Marietta. 
H. B. Spelman, do, Rey. J. B. Walker, Mansfield. 
E. H. Nevin, do. Rev. M. E. Strieby, Mount Vernon. 
E. P. Salmon, Fairfield. Rey. John Keep, Oberlin. 
J. W. Stanley, Fearing. Rev. John Morgan, do. 
Thos. Adams, ‘Thompson, Geauga Co. | Rev. S. C. Leonard, Richfield. 
S.V. Blakeslee, Hampden, do. James W. Weld, do. 
John C. Hart, Hudson. | Rev. E. F. Dickinson. 
Indiana, 
M. B. Miller, Michigan City. Rey. Thomas 8. Goodwin, Terre Haute. 
M. A. Jewett, Terre Haute. 
Illinois, 

E. E. Wells, Bloomingdale. Nathaniel Coffin, Jacksonville. 
C. 8. Cady, Barry. Rev. J. Blanchard, Knox College. 
R. M. Pearson, Byron. Rev. Francis Leonard, Lyonsville. 
Philo Carpenter, Chicago. Rev. David Todd, Providence. 
W. E. Holyoke, Farmington. Rey. G. 8S. F. Savage, St. Charles, 
L. H. Parker, Galesburg. Rev. C. F. Hudson, Sycamore. 
J. W. North, Geneseo. 

Michigan, 
L. Smith Hobart, Ann Arbor. Rev. Elizur Andrews, Keelersville. 
Edwin W. Shaw, do. Rey. Wm. W. Atwater, Lima. 
Hiram Elmer, Barry. Rev. E. Colton, Niles. 
Harvey D. Kitchell, Detroit. Rey. Danforth L. Eaton, Oxford. 
M. Israel Coe, Detroit. Rev. H. Root, Portland. 
Thos. Jones, Galesburgh. Rey. Philo R. Hurd, Romeo. 
H. L. Hammond, Grand Rapids. Rey. Harvey Hyde, White Lake. 
A. 8. Kedzie, Kalamazoo. 

Wisconsin. 
C. W. Camp, Genesee. Rev. Ira Tracy, Patch Grove. 
Lucius Field, Janesville. Rev. John Lewis, Plattville. 
Samuel D. Darling, Oakfield. Rev. E. G. Miner, Prairie du Sac. 
H. Freeman, Oshkosh. 

Iowa, 
E. B. Turner, Colesburg. Rev. John C. Holbrook, Dubuque, 
Julius A. Reed, Davenport. Rey. O. Emerson, Jr., Sabula. 
Asa Turner, Jr., Denmark. 
Oregon, 
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Rey. G5o. H. Atkinson, Oregon City. 


District of Columbia. 
Rey. H. E. Rockwell, Washington. 


Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
_ Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


L. F. Beecher, D.D., Albany, N. Y. 


John Atkin, do. 
John N. Campbell, D.D., do. 
J. R. Davenport, do. 
A. A. Farr, do. 
W. W. Halloway, do. 
E. A. Huntington, D.D., do. 
William James, do. 
R. Jeffrey, do. 
Duncan Kennedy, D.D., do. 
W. Ingrakam Kip, D.D., do. 
Henry Mandeville, D.D., do. 
W. W. Moore, do, 
8. F. Morrow, do. 
Henry N. Pohlman, do. 
Horatio Potter, D.D., do. 
Sylvanus Reed, do. 
Samuel Salisbury, do. 
F. M. Schmidt, do. 
Edward Selkirk, do. 
William B. Sprague, D.D., do. 
I. N. Wyckoff, D.D., do. 
J. Leonard, do. 
Jee. Arnold, do. 
Henry L. Starks, do. 
E. S. Skinner, Andover, Mass. 


William A. Benton, Aleppo, Syria. 


Augustus Robbins, Brooklyn. 

Edward Davis, do. 

William Herrick, Cleveland, O. 

Robt. B. Parsons, Flushing. LL. 
Rev. T. K. Fessenden, Homer, “N.Y. 
Rev. Samuel Griswold, Lebanon, NEVE 
Rey. Charles Little, Madura, India. 

pa We Woodward, Millbury, Mass. 
Dr. Joseph Kittridge, ‘Nashua, N.H. 

David Baldwin, do, 

John Bradley, do. 

Israel Miner, New York city. 

W. Nye Harvey, do. 


Rev. Hiram Bingham, New Haven, Ct. 
John Bradley, do. 
David Baldwin, do. 

Hon. Joseph Wood, do. 

Rey. Mason Grosvenor, do. 


Benj. Peabody, New Lebapen, ‘N.Y, 
John Kendall, 

Rev. T. S. Bradley, Pittsfield. Mass. 

Rev. J. E. Blakesley, Poultney, Vt. 
Anthony B. Arnold, Providence, R.I. 
J. Stearns, Springfield, Mass. 
B. P. Worcester, Washington, D.C. 
F. N. Shaw, do. 

Rey. Augustus Smith, Washington, Ct. 


Of the Welsh Association. 


W. D. Williams, Deerfield. 
Morris Roberts, Remsen, 
G. O. Griffith, do. 


Rev. Robert Everett, Remsen. 
Rev, Evan Griffith, Utica. 
L. D. Howell, do. 


From Canada, 


R. Robinson, Hamilton. 
J. McKilligan, Indian Lands. 
Henry Wilkes, D.D., Montreal. 


| Rev. F. H. Marling, Montreal. 
Rey. H. Wilson, St. Catharines. 


atlinutes. : 
eh 


In accordance with a Call issued by direction of.the General 
Association of New York, a Convention of Ministers and Dele- 
gates of Congregational Churches in the United States, assem- 
bled at Albany, New York, on Tuesday, the 5th day of October, 
1852, at four o’clock, p.m. 

Rey. D. C. Lanstye, D.D., as Chairman of the Committee ap- 
pointed by the General Association of New York, called the 
Convention to order. A temporary organization was effected by 
the appointment of Rev. Emerson Davis, D.D., of Mass., as Chair- 
man, by whom prayer was offered. 

Rev. Messrs. Leonarp Bacon, D.D., Parsons Cooxs, D.D., 
Joun Topp, D.D., Nauum Gary, Joun H. Bissen, T. 8. Crarxn, 
D.D., and Groren A. Oviarr, were appointed a Committee to 
nominate Permanent Officers of the Convention. 

Messrs. Tuomas Rirrer, 8. W. 8. Durron, and B. R. Woon, 
were appointed a Committee to prepare a Roll of the Con- 
vention. . 

Rev. Messrs. Ray Parmer, D.D., W. Parron, D:D., -and HH. 
B. Hooker, were appointed a Committee on Devotional Exercises. 

The Committee to nominate Permanent Officers of the Con- 
vention, made their report as follows, which was adopted : 

Rev. Wm. T. Dwicur, D.D., of Maine, President. 

Rev. Noau Porrrr, D.D., of Conn., Va aE coats 

Rev. Asa Turner, Lowa, 

Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., of New York, 

Rev. J. C. Horsroox, of Iowa, Secretaries. 

Rey. L. Surra Hozarr, of Michigan. 
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Rev. Messrs. L. Bacon, D.D., E. Davis, D.D., T. S. Crarxg, 
D.D., H. D. Krronett, J. A. Reen, 8. M. Worcssrer, D.D., Ina 
Tracy, J. P. Crmavetanp, D.D., and Mr. T. Dwicut, were ap- 
pointed a Business Committee. 

Rev. Drs. Srorrs and Peters, and Rey. Mr. SrEeLr, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to examine the Rules of the General As- 

sociation of Connecticut, and to report to-morrow morning such 
of said Rules as they shall judge suitable for the government of 
this Convention. The rules, as read, were adopted for the pre- 
sent session. 

By vote, it was ordered that the sessions of the Convention be 
held as follows :—Commencing at 9 a.m., and closing at 1 P.M. ; 
re-commencing at 3 p.m., and closing at 6 p.m. 

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, in part, that 
there would be public worship in the evening, at 75 o’clock, the 
sermon to be preached by Rey. J. Hawes, D.D., of Hartford; a 
prayer meeting, to continue one hour, commencing at 8 o’clock 
to-morrow morning, Rev. D. C. Lansine, D.D., to conduct the 
exercises; and public worship, also, to-morrow evening, at 
7% o'clock. 


The Convention then took a recess till evening. 


The Convention re-assembled at 7} o’clock, p.m., for public wor- 
ship. The Sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Hawes, from 
1 Cor.2:2. “For I determined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” Rev. J. H. Linsizy 
D.D., aided in the opening exercises, and Rev. L. Brxcurr, 
D.D., offered the closing prayer. 

The Committee to prepare the Roll asked that their number 
might be enlarged; and, by vote, Rev. Messrs. O. Emerson, Jr., 
I. N. Tarsox, N. H. Eaerusron, and Messrs. H. M. Biowetn and 
A. W. De Forssr, were added to the Committee. 

The Business Committee reported, in part, the following 
items, for discussion in the Convention :— 
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1. The construction and practical operation of the “Plan of 
Union between Presbyterians and Congregationalists,” agreed 
upon by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and 
the General Association of Connecticut, in 1801. 

2. The building of Church Edifices at the West. 

3. The system and operations of the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society. gts 

The Convention then adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow — 


morning. 
Wepnespay Mornine, Oct. 6th. 


A Prayer Meeting was held at 8 o’clock, conducted by Rev. 
D. C. Lanstne, D.D. 

At 9 o’clock, the Convention was called to order by the Pre- 
sident, and opened with singing, and prayer by Rev. S. Barrzurr. 
The Minutes of the last Session were read and approved. 

The thanks of the Convention were offered to Rev. J. Hawes, 
D.D., for his Sermon before the body last evening, and a copy 
was requested for publication. 

It was voted that a Committee of five be appointed, on Finance 
and Publication. 

Rev. Messrs. J. P. Ciel D.D., Joun Topp, D.D., J.B. 
Watxer, and E. Corron, and H. ibe, Hsq., were moped a 
Committee to nominate such Committees as the Convention shall 
order. 

The Committee on Tiules recommended that the following of 
the Rules of the General Association of Connecticut be accepted 
for the government of this Convention, the terms being changed 
to correspond with its official titles;—and the report was adopted : 


8. After the Convention is opened in the morning by prayer, the minutes of 


the preceding day shall be read by the secretaries. 
9. The president shall preserve order and decorum in the body; and when 
he speaks to the morits of any question, he shall leave the chair end address him~ 


self to the vice-president. 
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10. Every member when he wishes to speak shall address the president. 

11. No member shall speak more than twice to the merits of the question in 
debate, except by special permission of the body; nor more than once until 
every member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

12. Every motion, except for adjournment, shall be reduced to writing, if the 
president or any two members desire it. 

13. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be made except for 
amendment—or the previous question—to postpone—or for an adjournment. 
‘The previous question is, Shall the main question now be put? 

14. No motion, except for reconsideration, shall be acted upon until seconded. 

15. When any member, in debating or otherwise, shall transgress the rules of 
the body, the president shall, by his own authority, or at the request of any 
member, cal] him to order; and if a question shall arise concerning his being in 
order, it shall be decided by an appeal to the body. 

16. When two or more rise at once, the president shall name the member 
who is first to speak. 

18. No motion, committed to writing, shall be finally decided upon, until it 
shall have had three several readings, if any member require it. 

19. Incases of equal divisions of votes, the president shall have a casting vote: 

20. If three or more members object against the appointment of a committee 
by nomination, the committee shall be chosen by ballot. 


The Business Committee recommended that the first item—the 
Plan of Union—be referred to a Committee, of two from New 
England, and one from each of the other States represented in 
this body; and, by vote, it was so ordered. 

In relation to the second item, the following resolution was 
adopted :— 


Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to take into consideration 
the subject of aiding feeble churches at the West, in building Church-edifices ; 
and, if the Committee shall see fit, to report a plan for the same. 


The Committee to prepare a Roll of the Convention made 
their report in part. 

It was voted that the Committee be instructed to make out the 
Roll in strict accordance with the Call for this Convention. 

It was voted that the Ministers and Delegates from those 
‘bodies in Ohio, now engaged in forming a General Association 
in that State, be considered as embraced within the terms of this 


Call. 
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It was voted, that the Evangelical Clergymen of Albany, and 
the Congregational Ministers present from Canada, be invited to 
sit with the Convention as Honorary members; also, that the 
Ministers and Delegates from the Welsh Congregational Asso- 
ciation, be requested to sit with the Convention, and to take part 
in all its deliberations. 

Rev. J. P. Creavetann, D.D., was excused from further ser- 
vice on the Business Committee, and Rev. E. Smariey, D.D., was 
appointed to fill the vacancy. 

A recess was taken for ten minutes; after which the Conven- 
tion united in singing a hymn. 

The Business Committee reported the following additional 
items of business, which were placed on the docket :— 

4, The intercourse between the Congregationalists of New En- 
gland and those of other States. 

5. The local work ‘and responsibility of a Congregational 
Church. 

6. The bringing forward of Candidates for the Ministry. 

7. The re-publication of the Works of our standard Theological 
writers. 

The Business Committee recommended that the item of busi- 
ness No. 3,—concerning the system and operations of the Ame- 
rican Home Missionary Society,—be referred to a Committee, of 
one from each State represented in this body ; and that all reso- 
lutions respecting the withdrawal of aid from churches in the 
slaveholding States be also referred to that Committee. 

The Committee on the Rules of the Convention, reported the 
following addition to the 11th Rule :—“ And nospeaker shall be 
allowed to occupy more than fifteen minutes at one time,”— 
which was adopted. 

It was voted to take up for consideration, item No. 4, on the 
docket :—The intercourse between the Congregationalists of New 
England and those of other States, Upon this subject, the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions were introduced :— 


Whereas, for several years, insinuations and charges of heresy in doctrine, and 
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of disorder in practice, have been made against Congregationalists at the West, 
frequently too vague in their character, and too general and sweeping in their 


aim, to admit of refutation ; and : 
Whereas, Congregationalism at the West has thereby suffered greatly in the 
estimation of Congregationalists in New England, and of many other Christians ; 


therefore, 
Resolved, First: That it is the duty of Congregationalists to frown upon all 
uch accusations, unless their authors or abettors will make specific allegations, 


and hold themselves responsible for the same. 

Resolved, Secondly : That it is very important that the General Associations, 
Conferences, and Conventions at the East, be careful to send Delegates to the 
General Associations at the West, that they may obtain reliable information re- 
specting Western Congregationalism. 

Pending the discussion of the above, the Committee on Nomina- 
tions recommended the appointment of the following Commit- 
tees, which by vote were so appointed :— 

On the Plan of Union:—Rey. Messrs. H. Humprsrery, D.D., 
‘and Joun Maursy, D.D., of New England; Rev. O. E. Daggurr, 
of New York; Dr. J. M. Warn, of New Jersey ; Rey. T. Wickkgs, 
of Ohio; Rey. M. A. Jewerr, of Indiana; Rey. A. 8. Kepztr, 
of Michigan; Rey. Jonny Lrwis, of Wisconsin; Rey. G. S. F. 
SavacE, of Illimois; and Rev. O. Emerson, Jr., of Iowa. 

On aiding feeble Churches at the West, to erect Houses of 
Worship :—Rey. Messrs. J. Hawexs, D.D., Samvrn Osgoon, D.D., 
Epwarp Brecuer, D.D., and Asa Turner, and Mr, Henry 
C. Bowen. 


The Conyention then adjourned till 3 p.at. 


Wepnerspay AFrrerNnoon, 3 0’CLOOK. 


The Convention assembled, and opened its session with singing. 

The Preamble and Resolutions relating to the intercourse of 
New England Congregationalists with those in other States, after 
further discussion, were adopted, with but one dissenting vote. 
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The Nominating Committee recommended that the Committee 
on Finance and Publication, consist of Rev. Messrs. W. ALLEN, 
D.D., W. Parron, D.D., Ray Parmer, D.D., and Messrs. Brav- 
rorD R. Woop, and Josrrn A. Swerrser. By vote, the Commit- 
tee was so consti‘uted. 

In accordance also with their recommendation, the Committee 
on the system and operations of the American Home Missionary 
Society, was constituted as follows :— 

Rev. A. Prerers, D.D., of Mass.; Mr. Josera Steen, of Ver- 
mont; Mr. AtrexanpEr Drummonp, of Maine; Mr. Lewis Tay- 
Lor, of New Hampshire; Rev. Guo. W. Perkins, of Conn.; 
Rev. Samurt Braye, of Rhode Island; Rev. H. Warp Brxcuer, 
of New York; Rev. L. L. Rancurr, of Penn.; Rev. M. E. 
Srriesy, of Ohio; Rey. Jonaruan Biancuarn, of Illinois; Rev. 
E. B. Turner, of Jowa; Rev. 8. D. Cocnraneg, of New Jersey; 
Rtev. Putto R. Hurp, of Michigan; Rev. E.G. Miner, of Wis- 
consin; Mr. M. B. Mitirr, of Indiana; and Rev. Geo. H. Arxin- 
son, of Oregon. 

The Pastors of the Evangelical Churches of Albany, present 
in the Convention, and also the Congregational Ministers from 
Canada, and from the Welsh Association present, having been 
invited to sit with the Convention as Honorary members, were in- 
troduced to the Convention. 

By vote, the Committee on Devotional Exercises were request- 
ed to make preparations for celebrating the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper in connection with the Congregrational Church in 
Albany, to-morrow evening. 

The Committee on Finance and Publication, reported that the 
expense of publishing the Sermon of Rev. J. Hawes, D.D., the 
roll of members, a summary of the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, and blank certificates, would require about fifty cents from 
each member, and recommended that a collection be taken for 
this purpose to-morrow. The report was adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned till 7} p.m. 


& 
————, 
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At 7} o'clock, p.at., the Convention met for public worship. The 
Sermon was preached by Rev. H. D. Kitchell, of Detroit, from 
Psalm 12: 4:— Who have said, With our tongue will we pre- 
vail; ourlips are our own; who is Lord overus?” Rev. Joseph 
Steele, of Vermont, aided in the opening exercises. 

At the close of the services, the Convention adjourned till 9 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


TuurspAy Mornine, October 7th. 


A Prayer Meeting was held at 8 o’clock, a.m., conducted by 
" Rev. G. A. Cannoun, D.D. 

- At 9 ast, the Convention was called to order by the President. 
A hymn was sung, and prayer was offered by Rev. Prnpar 
Frevp. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved, as corrected. 

On motion, it was voted, that all Congregational Ministers of 
the Gospel, and accredited members of Congregational Churches, 
who have come to this Convention expecting to be members 
thereof, but who find that they are not so by the terms of the 
Call,—be invited to sit in the Convention, as Honorary members. 

The Committee on aiding in the erection of Church Edifices at 
the West, submitted their Report, which was accepted; and after 
discussion and amendment, the Convention Resolved :— 

That the “ Plan for raising Frrry Tuousanp Doxuars for the 
erection of Congregational Church Edifices at the West,” be ap- 
‘proved and adopted by this Convention ; and that it be recom- 
mended to the consideration of the Congregational Pastors and 
Churches throughout the United States. 


Plan for raising $50,000 for aiding in the erection of Church-edifices at the West. 


I, On the first Sabbath in January, 1853, all the Congregational Churches in 
the United States shall be requested to take up collections, as a New Year’s 
offering, to aid in erecting Congregational Churches in Ohio, Michigan, Wiscon- 
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sin, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Minnesota; this Convention recom- 
mending to all Pastors of Congregational Churches to preach on the subject, on 
the said Sabbath, and urge liberal contributions. 

IJ. This Convention shall appoint seven persons, in the city of New York and 
vicinity, to act as a Central Committee, to receive the money and distribute the 
same as hereinafter provided ; with power to fill vacancies in their body, and in 
the State Committees, the appointment of which by this body is hereinafter 
provided for. 

III. This Convention shall appoint a Committee of three persons in each 
State, who shall have the general supervision of raising money within their bor- 
ders, causing notices to be published in the newspapers, and urging all the 
Churches to do their part; said State Committees to receive the moneys when 
collected, and forward the same to the Central Committee. 

IV, When all the moneys raised shall be received by the Central Committee, if 
the same shall amount to less than $50,000, the Central Committee, if they deem 
it expedient, shall use further means to make up that amount. 

V. When the said sum of $50,000 shall be received by the Central Committee, 
or when all the collections and subscriptions made shall be paid over to them, 
then said Central Committee shall apportion the same to each of the Western 
States and Territories, as follows, to wit :— 


To the State of Ohio . A ‘ 5 : F s 8000 dollars. 


se “ of Michigan 4 ; é ' : é 8000 «* 
ss “ of Wisconsin . é ¢ 2 i 7 8000 *« 
te Sten Yo ulowa eutis ; j j F ; ‘ 8000 * 
« “ of Indiana . : : : 3 A F 3000 « 
- “ of Illinois . ‘ ; j F ; ‘ 8000 * 
a “ of Missouri i ‘ ; ; : 1 3000 « 
“ Territory of Minnesota . 2 : : i é 4000 


VI. After the money has been apportioned, and before it is paid over, the General 
Congregational body, where one exists, in each of the foregoing States and Ter- 
ritory, shall appoint a Committee of five, two of whom shall be laymen, to receive 
the sum apportioned to the State or Territory. Or, in those States where there 
is no general body distinctively Congregational, the State Committee provid- 
ed for in Article ILI, shall call a Convention, of the Pastors and Stated Supplies 
of the Congregational Churches in such States respectively, with one Jay dele- 
gate from each Church, who shall choose a Committee as aforesaid, to receive and 
appropriate the money apportioned to the State. 

VII. Should there be a surplus, over and above the aforesaid sum of $50,000, 
the same shall be appropriated, under the direction of the Central Committee, to 
wards the erection of Congregational Churches in the foregoing and other States 
and Territories, | 
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VIII. No money shall be used for any other purpose than the erection of houses 
for Religious Worship. 

IX. No money shall be applied to aid in erecting any Church-edifice or place of 
worship, unless the Committee appointed by the State Convention shall be satis- 
fied that said Church-edifice will be completed free from all debts and encum- 
brances, and that aid is necessary to complete its erection; nor shall any of the 
funds thus collected be granted to any Church or Society for the erection of a 
house of worship, (except in cases which the Committee may deem peculiar,) un- 
less the available subscription of the Church or Society applying for the same, 
shall amount to at least twice the sum for which they apply. 

X. No sum exceeding Three Hundred Dollars, shall be given for the erection 
of any one house of worship. 

XI. Money may be loaned for a limited time, on proper security, instead of be- 
ing given as a donation, whenever the State Committees shall deem this expedient. 

XII. Other Regulations and Rules, not inconsistent with the foregoing,—as pro- 
viding for the supply of vacancies occasioned by deaths or removals in State Com- 
mittees, fixing their terms of office, prescribing the keeping of records, the making 
of reports, &c., &c.—may be adopted at the discretion of each State General 
Association or Convention. 


The Convention adopted also the following resolution, to ac- 
company the preceding Report :— 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Convention, it is expedient that the 
Central Committee constituted for the aid of Churches at the West, in erecting 
Houses of Worship, procure plans of suitable edifices, with specifications and 
estimates, to be shown to Committees and others concerned in those enterprises, 
with a view to promoting convenience, economy and good taste, in the design 
and execution of the work; and, further, that before aid is granted, the State 
Committee be made acquainted with the plan and specifications of the buildings 
proposed to be erected, with liberty to insist on conformity, so far as they shall 
think expedient, to their directions. 

A recess of ten minutes was then taken, after which the Con- 
vention united in singing a hymn, and proceeded with business. 

The Committee on the construction and practical operation 
of the “ Plan of Union of 1801,” made their Report, which was 
accepted. The discussion on the question of its adoption was ar- 
rested at the hour of adjournment; when, by vote, the Rule 
referring all business to the Business Committee was suspended, 
and the following Preamble and Resolutions were read and una- 
nimously adopted :— 
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Assembled as we are from various and distant portions of our great Republic, 
and deeply interested in whatever promotes the morality, the order, the peace 
and prosperity of our country: We, the members of this Convention, feel it a 
privilege and duty to unite in the following Resolution :— 

Resolved, That the recent adoption by three States and one Territory, und the 
favorable action, of a Law which suppresses and roots out the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage, called the Maine Law, is, in our opinion, an event, in the 
good providence of God, which calls for the gratitude and support of all who 
love their country and their race; and that all Congregational Ministers and 
Churches be earnestly requested to stand forth prominent in favor of this legisla- 
tion in their respective States and Territories, and continually to make supplica- 
tion to Almighty God that the good work of redemption from one of the most 
demoralizing and desolating evils with which we are afflicted, so happily com- 
menced, may speedily be perfected throughout our country and throughout the 
world. 


The Convention then adjourned, till 3 p.m. 


Tuurspay, 8 0’CLOOK, P.M. 


The Convention assembled, and opened its session Sai singing 
a hymn. 

The discussion on the Report concerning the Plan of Union, 
was resumed; and it terminated in the unanimous adoption of 
the Report, as follows :— 


The Committee on the Plan of Union, report the following Preamble and Re_ 
solutions, for the consideration of this Convention :— 

Whereas, the Plan of Union formed in 1801, by the General Assorabty, of the 
Presbyterian Church and the General Association of Connecticut, is understood 
to have been repudiated by the said Assembly before the schism in that body of 
1838, though this year acknowledged as still in foree by the General Assembly 
which met last at Washington, D. C.; and 

Whereas, many of our Presbyterian brethren, though adhering to this Plan in 
some of its provisions, do not, it is believed, maintain it in its integrity; especially 
in virtually requiring Congregational Ministers settled over Presbyterian Churches 
and Congregational Churches having Presbyterian Ministers, to be connected 
with Presbyteries ; and 

Whereas, whatever mutual advantage has formerly resulted from this Plan 
to the two denominations, and whatever might yet result from it if acted upon 
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impartially, its operation is now unfavorable to the spread and permanence of the 
Congregational polity, and even to the real harmony of these Christian com- 
munities :— 

Resolved, 1st. That in the judgment of this Convention it is not deemed expe- 
dient that new Congregational Churches, or Churches heretofore independent, be- 
come connected with Presbyteries. 

2d. That in the evident disuse of the said Plan, according to its original design, 
we deem it important, and for the purposes of union sufficient, that Congrega- 
tionalists and Presbyterians exercise toward each other that spirit of love which 
the Gospel requires, and which their common faith is fitted to cherish; that 
they accord to each other the right of pre-occupancy, where but one Church can 
be maintained; and that, in the formation of such a Church, its ecclesiastical 
character and relations be determined by a majority of its members. 

3d. That in respect to those Congregational Churches which are now connect- 
ed with Presbyteries,—either on the above mentioned Plan, or on those of 1808 
and 1813, between Congregational and Presbyterian bodies in the State of New 
York,—while we would not have them violently sever their existing relations, we 
counsel them to maintain vigilantly the Congregational privileges which have 
been guaranteed them by the Plans above mentioned, and to see to it that while 
they remain connected with Presbyteries, the true intent of those original ar- 
rangements be impartially carried out. 


The Committee on “ the System and Operations of the Amer- 
ican Home Missionary Society,” made the following Report, 
which was unanimously adopted :— 


The Committee to whom was referred the “system and operations of the 
American Home Missionary Society,” together with all Resolutions respecting 
Missionary aid to Churches in the Slaveholding States, report :-— 

That your Committee are unanimous in their approbation of the voluntary and 
unsectarian character of the American Home Missionary Society, and of the wis- 
dom and efficiency with which its affairs have been conducted. 

On the subject of the Society’s relation to the Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional systems of Church polity, your Committee are of opinion that any disrup- 
tion of present relations is unadvisable. 

The Committee express their belief that this Society has executed its trust 
towards both Congregational and Presbyterian Churches with impartiality ; and 
that any complaints on this head will be found to result from local interests, and 
not from the administrative policy of the Society. 


The subject. of Missionary aid to Churches in Slaveholding 
States having been referred to the same Committee, a Report was 
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presented by them, together with another from the minority 0 
the Committee. After discussion, these Reports, with a substi- 
tute offered for both, were recommitted to the same Committee, 
for further consideration; and the Convention adjourned till 


Th pas, 


Tuurspay Everntne, 7} 0’cLock. 


The Convention assembled, and, with the Congregational 
Church in Albany and other Christian friends, united in cele- 
brating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, administered by 
Rev. Heyry Wirxes, D.D., of Canada, and Rev. E. Bexcuer, 
D.D., of Boston. The administration of the ordinance was fol- 
lowed by addresses, from Rev. Witutam Parton, D.D., and 
Rev. O. E. Daaeert. 

The Convention then proceeded to business. The Committee 
upon the subject of ‘ Missionary aid to Churches in Slavehold- 
ing States,” presented their unanimous report, which was unani- 
mously adopted, as follows :— 


On the subject of aid to Churches in Slaveholding States, the Committee pre- 
sent the following Resolution :— 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Convention, it is the tendency of the 
Gospel, wherever it is preached in its purity, to correct all social evils, and to de- 
stroy sin in all its forms; and that itis the duty of Missionary Societies to grant 
aid to Churches in Slaveholding States, in the support of such Ministers only as 
shall so preach the Gospel, and inculcate the principles and application of Gospel 
discipline, that, with the blessing of God, it shall have its full effect in awakening 
and enlightening the moral sense in regard to Slavery, and in bringing to pass 
the speedy abolition of that stupendous wrong; and that, wherever a Minister is 
not permitted so to preach, he should, in accordance with the directions of Christ 


in such cases, ‘ depart out of that city. 
The Convention then adjourned, to meet at 8 o’clock to-morrow 


morning. 
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Frmay Mornine, Oct. 8. 


Pursuant to adjournment, the Convention assembled at 8 
o’clock, A.M. Prayer was offered by Rev. L. Armsrrona. 

The Businéss' Committee reported the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were adopted :— 


Whereas, This Convention is to its regret precluded, by the terms of the Call 
under which it is assembled, from enrolling among its members the names of 
those brethren who have come from the neighboring province of Canada, and 
also of those brethren connected with the Welsh Congregational Association ; but 
has cordially invited them all to sit with it, as Honorary members :— 

Resolved, That we regard with great interest the labors, and with great satis- 
faction the successes, of our brethren over the lines in promoting our common 
faith and order in the Provinces. 

Resolved, That we greatly honor the faithful adherence of our Welsh breth- 
ren to the Evangelical faith and the Congregational order; and we advise that mea- 
sures be taken to unite them in form with the General Associations of the States 
where they dwell, that so we may be mutually helpful in our common cause. 


Rev. Josava Leavirr, and Messrs. Gro. H. WiritaMs, and O. 
E. Woop, were appointed a committee to publish the official pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. 

The Committee on Nominations recommended that the follow- 
ing individuals be appointed on the Central and State Com- 
mittees, under the Plan to aid in the erection of Church-edifices 
at the West ; and, by vote, they were so appointed : 


Central Committee, 


IN NEW YORK AND VICINITY : 
Henry C. Bowen, 
Rev. G. B. Cuzrver, D.D., 
TsRaEL MINER, 
Rev. R. S. Storrs, JR., 
S. B. CuirrEenDEn, 
O. E. Woon, 
Rey. N. H. Eeareston. 


State Committees: 
MAINE. 
' Rey. W. T. Dwicut, D.D., 
Rey. J. W. Cutckerine, Portland. 
Levi Cutter, 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Rev. N. Bouton, D.D., 
Grorce Hurcuins, Concord. 
Rev. B. P. Stone, 


VERMONT. 
Rey. Sizas Arken, D.D., Rutland. 
Rev. Cuarrzs Waker, D.D., Pittsford. 
Wriuam Nasu, New Haven. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Rev. Epwarp Bercuer, D.D., Boston, 
Rev. Exam Smatiey, D.D., Worcester, 
Dea. Jutius Patmer, Boston. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Rev. Jona Leavitt, 


A. C. Barstow, Providence. 
Benzamin Dyer, 


CONNECTICUT. 
Rey. Jorn Hawes, D.D., Hartford, 
Rev. Leonarp Bacon, D.D., 


New Haven. 
Timotuy Dwicuxt, 


NEW YORK. 


Rev. H. W. Brecuer, Brooklyn. 
Rev. O. E. Daccert, Canandaigua. 
Ton. B. R. Woop, Albany. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Rey. S. D. Cocurane, Paterson, 


Rey. CuarLes BEECHER, t Welwhtl? 
Dr. J. M. Warp, ; 
OHIO. 


Rey. J. C. Harr, Hudson, 
Rev. T. Apams, Thompson, 
H. B. Sreiiman, Cleveland. 


MICHIGAN. 


Rev. H. D. Krrcwett, Detroit, 
Rey. L. S. Hopart, Ann Arbor, 
Francis Raymonp, Detroit. 
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" TLLINOIS. 
Rey. F. Bascom, Galesburg, 
Rey. Witi1am Carter, Pittsfield, 
Puito CarPEeNTER, Chicago. 


INDIANA. 
Rey. M. A. Jewett, ) 
Rey. L. H. Rice, Terre Haute. 
Henry Ross, j 


WISCONSIN. 
Rey. J. J. Mirer, Milwaukie, 
Rey. L. S. Cuarr, Wawatosa, 
KE. D. Hotton, Milwaukie. 


IOWA. 
Rev. J. C. Horsroox, Dubuque, 
Rey. E, Apams, Davenport, 
H. A. Wittze, Dubuque. 


MINNESOTA. 
Rey. Cuartes SeccomBe, St. Anthony, 
Rey. Ricnarp Hatt, 
Mas. FURBER, 


} Pt. Douglas. 


The following resolutions of thanks were unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be, and they are hereby, pre- 
sented to the First Congregational Church in Albany, to the families connected 
therewith and to their pastor, for their kindness and hospitality in providing for 
our happiness and comfort during our brief sojourn with them; and that we de- 
sire that the choicest of Heayen’s blessings may rest upon them. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be also presented to those of 
other denominations, who have so generously united in extending to us their 
liberal hospitality, and in making us feel, as they have done, that we are all one 
in Christ. 

Resolved, That our thanks be likewise presented to those railroad corporations 
who have generously and promptly reduced their fares for the accommodation 
of this Convention. 

Resolved, That our thanks be given to the Choir, who have so kindly con- 
tributed to the interest of the devotional services of the Convention. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to the Principal of the 
Normal School of the State of New York, and to Prof. Armsby of the Me- 
dical College, for the polite invitation extended to the members of this Conven- 
tion to visit their institutions ; and also to the Trustees of the State Library. 
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The Business Committee reported the following resolution, in 
reference to the calling of a future Convention; which was 
adopted :— 


Resolved, That the President, the Vice Presidents, and the Secretaries of this 
Convention, be appointed a Committee, with power to call another General 
Convention, in the year 1855 or previously, at such place as they may designate, 
—provided, that in their deliberate opinion such a Convention shall be expedient. 


The subjoined resolutions, being also introduced by the Busi- 
ness Committee, were successively considered and adopted by 
the Convention :— 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Whereas, The friends of Congregationalism in Washington city have taken 
measures for establishing a Congregational Church in that city, and have pur- 
chased a commodious house of worship in an eligible situation, near the City 
Hall :— 

Resolved, That this Convention look with great interest to the success of the 
enterprise of planting the religious institutions of our fathers in the National 
Capital; and we commend the object to the attention of our brethren, for their 
prayers, and for such pecuniary aid as it may need during its infancy. 


REPUBLICATION OF CONGREGATIONAL WORKS. 


Resolved, That this Convention recognizes with gratitude the republication of 
the collected works of Bellamy, Hopkins, the younger Edwards, and the vener- 
able John Robinson, by the Doctrinal Tract and Book Society of Massachusetts, 
and the intended republication of the works of other fathers of American Con- 
gregationalism. 

Resolved, That this. Convention regards the extensive circulation of such 
works, among the Ministers and Churches of the Congregational polity, as an ob- 
ject of public interest and importance. 


ON INCREASING THE NUMBER OF MINISTERS. 


Resolved, That in view of the alarming disproportion between the increase of 
our population and the increase of Ministers of the Gospel, it is recommended 
to the Churches, to inquire who among their youthful members are qualified, by 
natural gifts and by the grace of the Spirit, for the service of God in the Gospel 
of his Son; and to encourage and aid such persons in preparing themselves for 
that work. 
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_ Resolved, Also, that this Convention cordially approves of the aim and the 
operations of the American Education Society, and commends it to the favor 
of the Churches. 


SUPPORT OF COLLEGES AT THE WEST. 


Whereas, Many colleges exist at the West which are under the control of 
Boards of Trust composed of Congregationalists and Presbyterians, and which 
came into being under the auspices, and have been founded and sustained by the 
common funds, of these two denominations :— 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the interests of sound 
learning, and of Christian truth, and the mutual prosperity of these denomina- 
tions, alike demand the perpetuation of this union. 


DUTIES OF A CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


Resolved, That every Congregational Church should regard itself as bound to 
care and labor continually for the advancement of the kingdom of Christ within 
its own parochial sphere; and to build itself up, not by inroads upon other 
Evangelical Churches, but by training up its own children in the faith and ser- 
vice of our Lord Jesus Christ, by promoting the intelligence, order and piety of 
all the households associated with them, and by systematic efforts, in the spirit of 
Christian love, to enlighten, evangelize and save the neglected, the ignorant, and 
the unbelieving. 


SPECIAL PRESENT CALLS FOR SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE. 


Resolved, That in an age when so much is to be done for the salvation of our 
country and for the diffusion of the Gospel through the world, and when the 
wealth of our country is developed and increased with a rapidity which threatens 
to overwhelm the Churches with a tide of worldliness, it is of the utmost im- 
portance for the Churches to discipline themselves to habits of Christian activity, 
and of systematic contribution to the great enterprises of Christian beneficence. 


RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to our presiding officer, for 
the gentlemanly, prompt and efficient manner in which he has moderated this 
large Convention, during its deliberation and action upon subjects of great impor- 
tance to the cause of God and to the interests of man. 
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The following Resolutions were also unanimously adopted ; the 
whole Convention rising in their places, in express approbation of 
their spirit and terms :— 


THE PURPOSE AND AIM OF THIS CONGREGATIONAL CONVENTION. 


Resolved, That the polity of the Congregational Churches, being eminently 
simple and scriptural, is and must be essentially spiritual and unsectarian. 

Resolved, That while this Convention rejoices in the prosperity of Con- 
gregationalism, especially in the fields of its more recent enterprise, and in the 
prospect of its still more rapid and vigorous growth as the result of these coun- 
sels and deliberations, yet we here distinctly disclaim and disavow all merely 
sectarian zeal; and do profess it to be our object, one and sole, to promote, 
through the Congregational polity, and hence in the freest and most efficient 
manner, the World’s salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 


The last Resolution adopted was as follows :— 


GOD’S HAND IN THIS CONVENTION. 


Resolved, That we gratefully and devoutly recognize the overruling providence 
of God, in the calling of this Convention, in the measures which have been 
adopted by it, and in the entire harmony of its counsels and its results, 


The business of the Convention being completed, the Minutes 
were read and approved. 
The closing prayer was offered by Rev. G. A. Carnoun, D.D. 
The Doxology was then sung; and at 11 a.m., the Convention 
adjourned, without day. 
WM. T. DWIGHT, 
President. 
R. S. Storrs, JR., | 
J. C. Horsroox, Secretaries. 
L. Surra Hozarr, { 
Axpany, October 8, 1852. 
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Sermon, 


Getovep brethren in the ministry and friends of our common 
Savior :—When called, very unexpectedly, a few days since, to 
address you on the present occasion, I greatly desired that I 
might be enabled so to perform the service assigned me as to 
make it promotive of the object for which we are met,—the pros- 
perity of our churches and the glory of Christ in our land. In 
casting about for a subject, I quickly decided not to take one of 
a denominational or sectarian character; for I felt that in doing 
so I should offend both against the spirit of Congregationalism 
and the wishes of those who compose this Convention. It seem- 
ed, too, improper, that in my place and at this stage of our meet- 
ing, I should assume to make out a programme of business, or 
discourse on topics that might be expected to come up for general 
discussion. I felt myself little qualified to attempt such a ser- 
vice, and I willingly deferred it to those present who are better 
able than myself to do it justice. Maving thus narrowed down 
my range of subjects, I rejoiced to find myself within the circle 
of our common Christianity, and was readily drawn to what we 
all regard the central point of that Christianity,—Christ and him 
crucified ; the great theme of evangelical preaching, the world’s 
hope and the basis of church prosperity. 

Taking this as my stand-point, I have the pleasing hope that I 
shall carry along with me the sympathies and the prayers of my 
hearers, while I direct their attention to the words of Paul re- 
corded in 
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1 Corinthians 2: 2.—For I DETERMINED NOT TO KNOW ANYTHING AMONG 
you, save Jesus Curist anp HIM CRUCIFIED. 


Ir was the great animating principle and governing purpose 
of the Apostle’s ministry, to make manifest the glory of his 
Savior, and to proclaim his atoning blood as the only ground of 
hope to lost man. In this, as in everything else relating to the 
duties of the sacred office, his example is worthy of all imitation. 
Let us then bend our attention to the Scripture before us, and 
consider :— 


I. What is the import of the Apostle’s determination. And 
II. What were the reasons which influenced him in forming it. 


I. Now to know, or, which is the true meaning of the phrase— 
to make known Christ and him crucified is to proclaim him in 
the glory of his person and excellence of his work, especially 
that part of his work that consists in his giving himself to die as 
a propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of the world. To do this, 
the Apostle tells us, was the deliberate and settled purpose of his 
ministry. We are not, however, to infer from his language in 
our text that he meant to confine his preaching to the single 
topic of Christ crucified. This would be putting a construction 
upon his words that would prove him false to his own determina- 
tion, and make him a very unskillful dispenser of divine truth. 
He doubtless preached at Corinth the same system of religion 
that he did at Rome, and taught the same doctrines in his ser- 
mons that he did in his epistles. We know from the history of 
his ministry that his preaching did take a very wide range, em- 
bracing the being, perfections, law and government of God, the 
character, state and destiny of man, together with the various 
duties that grow out of our numerous relations and circumstances 
in life. 

To ascertain the true meaning of the Apostle’s determination, 
we must advert to the circumstances in which he was placed 
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when he formed it. He was then at Corinth, a city famous for 
its school of philosophy and rhetoric, and for the ingenuity and 
learning of its inhabitants. There he was surrounded, on the one 
hand, by philosophers and self-reputed wise men, who insisted 
upon the sufficiency of natural religion, or what they styled wis-_ 
dom, and demanded that everything presented to them in the 
form of instruction should be dressed out in the most elegant 
style, and delivered according to the rules of the most finished 
rhetoric. They were proud of their philosophy, and boasted of 
their wisdom, and deemed them a sufficient foundation on which 
to build their faith and their hopes. 

On the other hand, he was beset with Jews and judaizing 
teachers, who insisted upon the perpetual obligation of the law 
of Moses, and taught that none could be saved but by an obser- 
vance of its rites and ceremonies. These were bigoted in their 
attachment to the religion of their fathers, and could not endure 
to have taken from them the hopes they built upon it, of justifica- 
tion before God. In these circumstances, the Apostle, instead of 
falling in with the sentiments of either party, set aside the claims 
of both. He resolved not to preach philosophy to please the 
Greeks, nor the law of Moses to gratify the Jews. He regarded 
both as utterly insufficient to secure the salvation of the soul, and 
he therefore determined to preach neither, but to present Christ 
crucified as the only foundation of hope to guilty man. And he 
determined to preach him, not with excellency of speech and of 
wisdom, not in the studied artificial style of Grecian eloquence, 
but with all simplicity and plainness, that the faith of his con- 
verts, as he says, should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God. The main thing then which the Apostle had 
in view in his determination was to exclude every other ground 
of hope, but Christ crucified, and to present him in his personal 
glory and atoning sacrifice, as the only name under heaven, 
whereby men can be saved. He did not mean to say that he 
would preach on no other subject, but that he would exhibit no 
other ground of hope. Christ crucified, he felt assured, is ‘ God’s 
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grand ordinance” for saving a ruined world; and he knew, for he 
had been taught it by inspiration, that nothing could be done in 
delivering men from the power and the punishment of sin, but 
by holding him forth in the true dignity of his person and per- 
fection of his work; the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world. This, therefore, he determined to make the 
great leading object of his ministry. 

In addition to this, it is, no doubt, implied in his determination, 
that he meant to make the doctrine of Christ crucified a subject 
of frequent and distinct discussion, to dwell upon it much and 
earnestly in preaching the Gospel. He regarded this doctrine as 
holding such a prominent place in the system of revealed truth, 
and so fundamental in the plan of salvation, that he resolved 
never to lose sight of it, but to make it the basis of his ministry 
and the life of his services. He determined that on whatever 
subject he preached, or whatever duties he enjoined, the doctrine 
of Christ crucified should support all, illustrate all, enforce all, 
and pervade all by its heavenly light and quickening power. 
He would have all his instructions tend towards Christ, all his 
exhortations point to Christ, all the lines of his ministry and 
labors of his life meet and center in Christ, and thus manifest his 
glory and extend the triumphs of his cross in the salvation of 
dying men. 

Such is the import of the Apostle’s determination. Let us 
consider : 


II. The reasons that influenced him in forming it. It strikes 
as as remarkable, at first view, that the Apostle should adopt a 
purpose like that in our text, which was opposed to the whole 
current doctrine and sentiment of his day, which exposed him to 
the bitterest scorn and reproach of the world, and made his 
whole life a scene of the greatest self-denial and suffering, and 
finally brought him to a martyr’s death. He must have had 
strong reasons for adopting the course he did. What were they ? 


I answer :— 
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1. Paul regarded the doctrine of Christ crucified as constitut- 
ing the grand, distinguishing peculiarity of the Gospel. . The Gos- 
pel, as distinguished from the law, and also from natural religion, 
is a remedial system. It is a scheme of mercy, not discoverable 
by the light of nature, but made known in the revelation of God, 
for the recovery of lost men to his image and favor. But what 
is more; it is a scheme built entirely on the mediation of Christ. 
The pardon and eternal life revealed in the Gospel are not an ab- 
solute, unconditional gift of God; but the purchase of a Sa- 
vior’s atoning blood; the fruit of his suffering unto death. We 
are redeemed from the curse of the law, not by the blotting ou 
of its sanctions, but by Christ bearing the curse for us; making 
expiation for our sins by the sacrifice of himself. Hence, the 
Bible abounds in such language as the following :—Without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. Whom, that is, 
Christ, God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood. He was once offered to bear the sins of many. He be- 
came sin, that is, a sin offering for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. We are recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son; are washed from our sins 
in his blood; are saved by his death ; and have redemption, even 
the forgiveness of sins, through his blood. 

These, and numerous other passages that might be cited, set the 
fact before us with great distinctness, that salvation comes to us 
only through OLrist, giving himself a ransom for us; dying that 
we might live through his atoning sacrifice. And this, we say, 
is the distinguishing truth of the Gospel. Sorgiveness of sin 
through the atonement of Christ-—this makes the Gospel what it 
is, glad tidings to perishing sinners, and distinguishes it from 
every other system of religion. 

Natural religion teaches us the being and perfections of God; 
our accountability to him as the subjects of his government, the 
immortality of the soul, many of our social and relative duties, 
and a future state of rewards and punishments. Dut it reveals 
no way in which sinners, like ourselves, can be pardoned. It 
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shows us our guilt; but tells us not how it may be washed away. 
It warns us of danger as exposed to the displeasure of a righteous 
God; but points us to no refuge and opens before us no way of 
reconciliation to our offended Sovereign. Hence the poor heathen 
are, and ever have been in profound darkness on this subject. 
And so are infidels, and all who reject the hope of Israel, and 
the Savior thereof. Despair hangs heavy on the spirit at the ap- 
proach of death, and no voice of mercy speaks of pardon and 
peace, as the soul passes, in the dimness of nature’s light, to its 
dwelling place beyond the grave. Here the Gospel comes in 
with its overtures of pardon and means of reconciliation through 
a crucified Savior. It shows us God in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself; and pointing us to the Lamb of God, the ap- 
pointed sacrificial victim that taketh away the sin of the world, 
it bids us look unto him and live, and assures us that believing 
in him we shall be justified freely by his grace, have peace with 
God and rejoice in hope of his glory. 

The doctrine of Christ crucified, then, lies at the foundation of 
the Gospel. It is the distinguishing characteristic of the Chris- 
tian system, and forms the broad line of separation between it 
and all that is called religion. This, then, was one reason why 
Paul determined to make the doctrine of Christ crucified the 
great prominent theme of his preaching. It constitutes the essen- 
tial glory of the Gospel. 


2. Another reason that influenced the Apostle in his determin- 
ation is the fact that the doctrine in question affords the clearest 
and most affecting views of the character of God, especially of 
his justice and mercy, his goodness and truth. I look up to the 
heavens, and abroad over creation, and I everywhere behold evi- 
dences of an all-wise, powerful, reigning God ; but in the light of 
natural religion, I cannot know what he is to me, nor what I have 
to expect from him. I shrink from his holiness. I tremble be- 
fore his awful majesty, and I see not how I, a poor, needy sinner, 
can approach his throne with confidence, or look up to him with 
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hope as my Father. An impenetrable vail hides his highest 
moral glory from my view; and it is only as I turn to contem- 
plate him as seen in his Son, my Savior, that I behold the infinite 
attractions of his love and am drawn to him in filial affection and 
trust. Hence it is said,—Wo man hath seen God at any time ; 
the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. If we would study the character and ways of God 
to the greatest advantage, we must place ourselves at the foot of 
the cross, and view them as illustrated in the work of redemption. 
Here angels love to study this character, as in their bright 
abodes they desire to look into these things; and principalities 
and powers, during eternal ages, will be learning the manifold 
wisdom of God as displayed in the redemption of his Church, 
through the mediation of his Son our Savior. Here the infinite 
wisdom, the spotless holiness, the immutable justice, the eternal 
love, the abounding mercy of our God, all shine forth in beauti- 
ful harmony and glory. No one darkens or eclipses the other ; 
every one gives a luster to the rest. The Eternal stands before 
us the righteous Lawgiver, the wise moral Governor, the merciful 
Father, the true and faithful, yet kind and gracious God; the 
just God and Savior. Nowhere does the justice of God appear 
so inflexible, his mercy so attractive, his wisdom so profound, or 
his truth so immutable as in the gift of his Son to die for the re- 
demption of a lost world, and in the Son’s giving himself to en- 
dure the mysterious agonies of the cross, that sinners might live 
through him. 


“Here the whole Deity is known: 
Nor dares a creature guess, 
Which of the glories brightest shone, 
The justice or the grace.” 


Here God appears at once the sinner’s friend, and sin’s eternal 
foe,—delighting to forgive and show mercy; but in no wise 
clearing the guilty by giving up the claims of his justice, or 
waiving his rights as Lawgiver and Ruler of the world. 


8. As another reason that influenced the Apostle in his deter- 
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mination, I mention the perfect adaptation of the doctrine of 
Christ crucified to the character and state of man as a fallen, 
perishing sinner. In this character man is oppressed with innu- 
merable wants which no created power can remove. He is 
guilty and needs pardon; he is sinful and needs renewal of 
heart ; he is spiritually poor and needs to be enriched from the 
treasures of grace; he is weak, frail, dying, and needs the up- 
holding care and guidance of an Almighty friend; he is going to 
the judgment and eternity, and he needs what will save him 
from the wrath to come, secure for him a friend in his Judge, 
and make him an heir of immortal happiness in the state beyond 
the grave. These wants press upon all the children of men; and 
they fill the world with sighs and groans and tears. And how 
are they to be met and removed? Who can tell me how I can 
have my sins forgiven, my fallen, shattered nature renewed, my 
spirit cheered with the love of God, and my path to death and 
the grave brightened with the hope full of immortality? The 
world has no answer to these questions. Philosophy is silent, 
or speaks only to torture my anxious bosom with increased per- 
plexity and doubt. Human wisdom, in all its pride and boast- 
ing, has not a word to say, when her oracles are consulted on the 
high concerns of pardon, of reconciliation to God, of judgment, 
and the scenes following the judgment. Here again the doc- 
trine of Christ crucified comes in, dissipates my doubts, removes 
my fears, speaks peace to my mind, and spreads a cheering light 
over all the scenes of the future. It assures me of the infinite 
love and compassion of God, in that he gave his Son to die for 
me, and draws me to his throne with humble boldness to ask for 
the supply of all my wants, in the Mediator’s name. It shows 
me God in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself; not im- 
puting the trespasses of them that believe in him. And while 
there comes forth from the cross of Christ an assurance of God’s 
willingness to pardon and save even the chief of sinners, there 
emanates from the same source aninfluence to enlighten, to 
sanctify, to animate with hope, to cheer with victories over the 
world, and to encourage with pledges of eternal blessedness 
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beyond the scenes of earth and time. In this view the doctrine 
of Christ crucified is eminently a doctrine of consolation, of joy 
and peace and hope. It comes home to the bosom, not as a dry 
speculation, a cold dogma of philosophy, but warm with the 
sympathies of everlasting love; and placing you on the broad 
ground of an atonement made for the sins of the world, bids you 
look up to God as a forgiving Father, and receive pardon, grace 
and eternal life as a free gift. It assures you that the blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin; and that, found in him, he becomes 
to you wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. 
No condemnation can reach you either in this or the future 
world; but passed from death unto life, you have peace with 
God and rejoice in hope of his glory. In the faith of this doc- 
trine the poor, the guilty, the sorrowful and the lost have in 
every age found strong consolation, and in the light and comfort 
of it have passed the time of their sojourning on earth in peace, 
and met death in the triumphs of joy and hope. How was it 
that Paul, a blasphemer and a persecutor, obtained pardon and 
hope; how was it that amid persecutions and trials of every 
kind, he was enabled to maintain such habitual peace of mind 
and to sing so sweet a song in the house of his pilgrimage? He 
tells us in one short sentence; Christ loved me and gave himself 
to die for me, therefore God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of Christ; and I account all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of his precious name; and will know 
nothing but Him and him crucified in preaching the gospel of 
his grace to guilty, perishing men. 


4. Ags another reason for this determination, I mention the 
tendency of the doctrine of Christ crucified; its power above all 
other means to bring men to repentance and a holy life. Ac- 
count for it as we may, the fact is undeniable, that the doctrine 
in question has, in all ages of the world, turned into feebleness 
all other means of awakening and saving men from the dominion 
and the curse of sin. It has been clothed with a power, alto- 
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gether its own, to arouse the conscience, subdue the heart, and 
bring the life into a conformity to the will of Christ. Though 
the preaching of this doctrine in primitive times by Paul and 
his fellow-apostles was accounted foolishness, and despised as 
among the weak things of the world, it nevertheless proved 
itself, by actual results, to be the wisdom of God and the power 
of God unto salvation. The efficacy of this doctrine Paul had 
felt in his own soul; it made him anew man; by it the world 
was crucified to him, and he to the world; and witnessing, as he 
did, every where its triumphs in the conviction and conversion 
of men, he wisely and firmly determined, in the face of all the 
ignominy and reproach that were cast upon him, to make this doc- 
trine the burden of his preaching. A mighty energy attended the 
simple preaching of the cross. Wherever he went proclaiming 
this doctrine, the Spirit of almighty grace was present with him; 
the altars and temples of idolatry crumbled into dust; the dark- 
ness of ages rolled away, and thousands, awakened as by the 
voice of God from the slumbers of sin, rose to newness of life, and 
pressed to the gate of glory. And so it has been in all ages since 
the days of the Apostles. Christ crucified is God’s grand ordin- 
ance for reconciling sinners to himself. And when this doctrine 
has been proclaimed in its native simplicity—unencumbered with 
philosophy, unmixed with metaphysics, there God has borne testi- 
mony to the word of his grace, by the effusions of his Spirit, and 
souls have been converted to Christ. The affecting experience of 
the Moravian missionaries in Greenland is well known. For many 
years did they labor to teach the benighted pagans the existence 
and attributes of God, and, generally, the doctrines of natural 
religion. Never was work more unsuccessful. The heart of the 
Greenlander, cold as his own snows, was unmoved, and the mis- 
sionaries appeared to labor in vain. At length, it happened that 
one of them read in the hearing of a savage the account of the 
Savior’s sufferings in the garden and on the cross. How is this, 
said the poor pagan; tell me it once more, for I would be saved; 
and laid his hand on his mouth and wept. This was the com- 
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mencement of a marvelous work of grace among the benighted 
Greenlanders; which continued for a long time and resulted in 
the conversion of many hundreds; and here wasillustrated anew 
the principle of the Gospel adapted to all ages and people, that 
_ the story of a suffering, atoning Savior is the grand means of 
teaching sinners every where their guilt, and of drawing tears of 
repentance from eyes which but for that would never weep. 
Similar to this was the experience of Brainerd while laboring as 
a missionary among the Indians of our country. The most pow- 
erful impressions he ever witnessed on their dark minds, he tells 
us, were under a discourse he addressed to them on the love of 
Christ in giving himself to die for sinners. While dwelling on 
this theme, with his own heart filled with the spirit of it, the as- 
sembly seemed pervaded by a mighty subduing influence, and 
great numbers of them bowed in penitence and faith under the 
doctrine of Christ crucified, and testified their love to his pre- 
cious name by lives consecrated to hisservice. Did time permit, I 
might cite numerous other examples of the same kind. The Gos- 
pel, in its grand distinguishing element of Christ crucified, has 
gone in among the people of the Sandwich Islands, and, within 
our own times, has changed the whole plan and mould of society ; 
banishing idolatry, infanticide, licentiousness and crime, and 
gathering thousands into the church of Christ, washed and puri- 
fied by his grace. It has gone in among the poor degraded in- 
habitants of Southern Africa, among the ferocious tribes of our 
own country, among the refined voluptuous Asiatics, and the 
wild savages in the islands of the Pacific, and by its mighty 
transforming influence has led forth multitudes of disciples for 
the Lord Jesus, purifying their hearts by faith in him as a cruci- 
fied Savior. But where, I may ask, in all the world have such 
changes in human character been wrought, except where this 
doctrine has been tanght and a prominent place given it in the 
teachings of the ministry ? 

I must just add, that as the doctrine of Christ crucified has 
always been found the most efficacious in the awakening and con- 
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version of sinners, so also it has in quickening and comforting 
Christians and making them fruitful unto God. No other doc- 
trine speaks’ with such a voice of power to the inner man; no 
other doctrine can so melt and subdue the heart, can so fill it with 
joy and peace in believing, with love to God and love to men, 
or so transform the soul into the image of Christ and fit it for 
his presence in heaven. Yes, and when the redeemed shall be 
gathered home to heaven and stand each one on Mount Zion 
with palms of victory in their hands and crowns of glory on 
their heads, Christ who died to redeem them will be the supreme 
object of attraction, and the grateful song will burst forth from 
every heart,—Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father—to Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. 

In passing to an application of our subject to practical purpo- 
ses, | remark: 


1. Lt fives the standard of true evangelical preaching. If the 
Apostle was right in determining to make Christ and him eru- 
cified the great theme of his preaching, then the preaching of 
others is evangelical only so far as it imitates this inspired ex- 
ample. Preaching may be learned, may be eloquent, may be 
very interesting and stirring as an exhibition of talent and 
genius, and yet have no claim whatever to the character of evan- 
gelical preaching. It may discourse elegantly and forcibly on 
moral topics; it may discuss the nature and destiny of man as 
rational and immortal; the law and, government of God; the 
guilt and punishment of sin, and the retributions of a future 
judgment, all subjects of importance, and not to be excluded 
from their’ proper place in the instructions of the pulpit ; and 
yet there may be in all this so little reference to Christ and him 
crucified, so little of the peculiar spirit of the Gospel as a system 
of mediation and mercy for lost men, that it can with no pro- 
priety be regarded as preaching Christ, or as evangelical 
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in its character. And here, there can be no doubt, lies a 
chief defect in the preaching of the present day. It does not 
give sufficient prominency to Christ, to his person, to his charac- 
ter, to his work in giving himself to die for the sins of the 
world. It is often versatile, ingenious, speculative, polisbed ; 
but it dwells not enongh on topics immediately connected with 
the atoning sacrifice and mediation of Christ. And the subjects 
which it does discuss are not viewed sufficiently in their relation to 
Christ, nor are they so presented as to turn the eyes and the hearts 
of men to Zim who is the source and center of all spiritual 
life and hope and salvation. In a word, there is a great deal of 
preaching which is anything else but preaching Christ and him 
crucified. But preaching which is essentially defective in this 
particular, whatever other qualities it may possess, cannot 
deserve the name of evangelical preaching. Nor can it in 
any manner accomplish the great end of preaching. It can- 
not convince of sin, nor bring the soul to Christ, nor build it up 
in joy, and faith, and hope. It is dry, weak, powerless as to all 
spiritual results. It may amuse the curious, the gay, and the 
- worldly’; but it has no consolation for the sorrowful, no peace 
for the conscience, and no hope full of immortality for the mi- 
serable and the lost. It is notowned of God, as his wisdom and 
power unto salvation ; and it is not owned of him to this end, 
because it does not bear testimony to the Son of his love, nor 
speak of his atoning blood as the only ground of hope for guilty 
man. And the preaching, I repeat, which is obviously defective 
in this particular, which does not make Christ the soul and the 
center of its ministrations, always has been, and always. must 
be inefticient and fruitless,—failing entirely in all the great ends 
of the ministry—bringing sinners to repentance, and maturing 
Christians for the purity and bliss of heaven. The testimony of 
Dr. Chalmers on this point has often been referred to. Twelve 
years he preached the reformations of morality, and honesty, and 
integrity among his people, leaving out Christ and him crucified 
as the basis of his ministrations; and he tells us, as ‘the result, 
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that he labored in vain, and spent his strength for naught ; none 
of those to whom. he ministered being made more moral or more 
honest by his preaching. The same has always been the result, 
wherever the experiment has been made. On the other hand, 
the preaching that dwells much and affectionately on Christ, 
that makes him first and fundamental in its ministrations, en- 
forcing its instructions by motives drawn from the love of Christ, 
and making all the lines of its influence meet and center in 
him,—such preaching is never left without decisive tokens of 
God’s approbation. He attends it with the power of his Spirit; 
sinners are awakened and converted, and Christians are edified 
in faith and love. 

Ihave before referred to the experience of David Brainerd, 
and the Moravian missionaries. And I will now add that of the 
celebrated Gossner, a converted Catholic priest, who is, or was a 
few years since, a Protestant clergyman in Berlin, It is said 
that he has probably been the means of the immediate conver- 
sion of more souls than any man living. Yet, he seldom varies 
in his manner of preaching. The love of Christ is almost his 
constant theme; and his preaching is almost a constant pouring 
out of the warm effusions of the heart on the love of God, the 
preciousness of the Savior, the glory of his salvation, and the 
blessedness of heaven, where Christ reigns. Preaching of this 
kind may, in the estimation of a worldly mind, seem devoid of 
the elements of power. But facts demonstrate the contrary. It 
brings to needy, guilty man a message adapted to his deepest 
wants; a message of love, of pardon and life from his God; it 
tells him of the kindness and compassion of one who has. died 
for his redemption, and risen again for his justification ; it tells 
him of help provided for him in the agency of the Holy Spirit; 
it speaks to him in a voice of tenderness and love, warning him 
indeed of danger, but pointing to a way of escape; and while it 
proffers all needed aid to the poorest and most guilty of our race, 
it allures to heaven, and directs the steps in the path thither, by 
unfolding the joys of salvation, and holding out the crown of 
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eternal glory. This is Gospel; this is glad tidings; and rely 
upon it, brethren, the nearer we keep the Gospel in these views 
of it to our hearts, and the more we dwell upon it as a doctrine 
of Christ crucified, a suffering, sympathizing, reigning Savior, 
the nearer will Christ be to our souls, the more of his presence 
shall we enjoy in our ministry, and the more pure and abundant 
will be the fruit gathered to the glory of his name and the 
advancement of his cause. 

Taking our place at the foot of the cross, abiding there in 
communion with our crucified Master, and doing our work in 
the spirit which that position is suited to inspire and to cherish, 
our preaching will be in demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power. We shall dwell in light and love ourselves; and great 
will be our joy in leading on to heaven souls redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, sanctified by his grace, loving and honoring his 
precious name, preparing to be hereafter our joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the presence of our and their Lord and Savior. 


2. Does not our subject suggest the means on which we are 
chiefly to rely in secking to promote the prosperity and eatension 
of our churches? This is an object dear to our hearts, and we 
have come together in this Convention in the hope that we might 
do something for its advancement. But how is this to be done ? 
Not surely by inflaming and diffusing a sectarian or denomina- 
tional zeal. Congregationalism repudiates such zeal, and can 
have no fellowship with it, whether it breaks out, as it occasion- 
ally does, in its own body, or as manifested in other denomina- 
tions. It is of a larger, freer, more expansive spirit, and 
naturally seeks communion and co-operation with all of every 
name that love our Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity and in truth. 
Congregationalists, properly speaking, never were a sect, and 
never can. be, till they renounce the true spirit of their order. 
At the first they organized churches on what they believed to 
be scriptural principles; then, when inquired of by others, they 
freely gave a full and explicit statement of their faith and order, 
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leaving it to them to say, whether they would extend to them 
the right-hand of fellowship as churches of Christ. This is as it 
should be; and we can hope to prosper as a denomination only 
as we cherish the same spirit and act on the same principle— 
fellowship with all who hold the Head, and co-operation with all 
who will co-operate with us in building up the cause of our com- 
mon Savior. In seeking to promote the true interests of the 
churches in our connection, we can have nothing to do with the 
spirit of sect which would separate us from other branches of 
the Church of Christ, and draw us off to work within ourselves 
and for ourselves, regardless of the general good. Such a spirit 
is bad in itself, and it makes a sorry appearance at the foot of 
the cross or by the side of the spirit of our text. Christ, it should 
be remembered, was not crucified for Congregationalists alone, 
nor for Presbyterians alone, nor for Methodists, nor for Baptists, 
nor for Episcopalians alone; but for all of every name who own 
him as their Lord and trust in his atoning blood for salvation ; 
and the doctrine we have been considering, fully recognizing this 
fact, forbids us to attempt to promote the interests of our par- 
ticular denomination by any measures that shall infringe on the 
rights, or obstruct the prosperity, of other portions of the great 
family of Christ. Norif we plant ourselves on the doctrine of 
Christ crucified, and act in the true spirit and intent of it, can 
we possibly be disposed to adopt such measures, or pursue any 
such narrow sectarian policy? No, brethren; if we would see 
our churches prosper, built up in faith and holiness, and spread 
abroad through the Jand, blessed with revivals, and increased 
continually in the number and fruitfulness of their communi- 
cants, let our ministry be deeply imbued with the spirit of 
Christ crucified ; let them abide near the cross; there invigor- 
ating their faith and love, there studying their theology, there 
enlarging their charity, there strengthening their zeal, their self- 
denial, and devotedness; and thus made ready, thoroughly 
furnished unto every good work, let them go forth to proclaim 
to the people the unsearchable riches of Christ, seeking to 
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breathe into the Churches the same spirit, and to animate them 
with the faith and love of the same truths that live and reign in 
their own bosoms; let our ministry and our churches go forth to 
their respective duties in the spirit and in the manner here indi- 
cated, and strength and salvation from the Lord are surely ours. 
Here, it seems to me, are the means, and the only means on 
which we can safely rely for promoting the prosperity and exten- 
sion of our churches. Sectarianism we cannot away with ; it 
has no affinity with our order, and we should give it no place in 
our counsels or our measures. We have no hierarchy to rely 
upon, and we want none. We have no wide extended organiza- 
tion, strongly interlocked and compacted together ; a net-work of 
courts and governments and appeals thrown over our churches 
and binding them in on every side. Such things, if they are an 
advantage, other denominations may boast of and rely upon; 
but we have them not. The frame-work around our churches 
is very simple, and our external machinery for propagandism is 
naught. Our polity is the worst possible for all sectarian uses. 
The only bond that binds us together is the unity of the spirit, 
kept in the pledge and culture of peace. We have no other re- 
liance for strength or for growth. We fall back, then, of neces- 
sity, on the truth and Spirit of God. These are the weapons of © 
our warfare—not carnal, but spiritual; and we have no other to 
make use of, either for aggression or defense. Hitherto, these 
have been sufficient for every emergency; a sure ground of 
prosperity and strength, and on these, primarily and chiefly, 
must we rely in time to come. And if, in the spirit of our cru- 
cified Master, and in the faith and power of the great truths 
taught us by his cross, we go forth to our work, owt-preaching, 
out-praying, out-living our brethren of other denominations, 
in Christian zeal and beneficence, we shall surely outstrip them 
in the career of prosperity ; our churches will be multiplied and 
spread over our land as strong, bright watch-towers of the Gos- 
pel, existing not to make war upon other portions of the sacra- 
mental host of God’s elect, but rejoicing in their onward march 
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and rising prosperity, and ever ready, not to fight against them, 
but to unite with them in fighting against the common enemies 
of our Lord and man’s salvation. 


3. Does not our subject suggest the spirit and aim by which we 
should be governed in the deliberations of this Convention ? 
We have come here from different and distant parts of our 
country, servants of a crucified Master, and ministers of his 
Gospel, to consider by what means we can best promote the 
honor of his name and the advancement of the common cause 
of his Gospel. The occasion is one of great interest, the only one 
of the kind that has occurred in our denomination for 172 years, 
and much, very much, depends on the spirit in which we conduct 
our deliberations, and the end we aim to accomplish by them. 
The eyes of other denominations throughout the country are 
turned upon us; and, what is more, the eyes of our blessed 
Lord and Savior are turned upon us, and he expects us to be 
actuated in all our counsels and measures by the spirit he mani- 
fested in giving himself to die for us and a lost world. 

I mistake, if any in this convention have come here with a sec- 
tarian, divisive spirit, or have any wish or purpose to press 
measures that shall separate us more widely from those of our 
brethren with whom we have hitherto been accustomed to co- 
operate. Ifthere are such, Iam sure they must be few; and I 
am still more sure, that their counsels cannot prevail. We have 
come together for peace, for mutual fellowship and consultation 
respecting our common interests, and I have a strong persuasion 
that the result of our meeting will be, not only to bind us to- 
gether more closely as a denomination, but to place us on the 
ground of a more ready and harmonious co-operation with our, 
brethren of other denominations, especially with our Presbyterian 
brethren, who are our natural allies, and with whom we have so 
long sustained relations mutually and eminently useful and hap- 
py. They hold the same faith with us in a crucified Savior, and 
preach the same system of doctrines. And we can have no 
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wish to separate from them, so long as, in good faith, they are 
disposed to co-operate with us in promoting the common cause. 
We feel that nothing is to be gained, on either side, by such a 
separation, certainly nothing to the cause of our common Chris- 
tianity; but much, very much to be lost. Our voice therefore 
is for peace; is for mutual good-will and fraternal co-operation ; 
especially in all the great benevolent movements of the day; 
separating only where we must and can with perfectly kind feel- 
ing, in things non-essential, matters of church order and govern- 
ment. But standing on my watch-tower and looking at the signs 
of the times, I most seriously fear that the day is not distant when 
the separation here deprecated will be effected. I fear there are 
some among our Presbyterian brethren, and some perhaps among 
our own, who, most unwisely, as I think, are wishing to sever the 
two denominations, and put an end to all such co-operation as has 
hitherto existed between them. This, I must believe, is eminently 
unhappy and altogether of evil tendency. We of New England, 
we Congregationalists as a body, may I not say, wish for no such 
thing; we deprecate and shall act against it; certainly shall do 
nothing to hasten it. And we say here that if separation in 
those matters in which we have hitherto been united, must come, 
let it all come from one side; let us do nothing here or else- 
where, either to hasten or to consummate it; and then when it 
is done, we shall see, and our Presbyterian brethren will see, on 
which side is the gain and on which side is the loss. But why 
need this be? Why, in either denomination, should there be 
any jealousy, any strife, as to who shall be first, or any disposi- 
tion to sever or to weaken the ties that bind us together? Dif 
ficulties to some extent may of course be expected to arise in our 
new and sparsely settled states in the organization of churches, 
in the settlement of pastors, and in the location and support of 
missionaries sent out by our Home Missionary Society. These, 
however, for the most part, can be easily overcome, or at least 
easily borne, if met in the spirit of Christian love and forbear- 
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from a final and fixed separation of these denominations; a separ- 
ation that would cut directly through many of the infant churches 
of the West, that would sunder our benevolent societies, send a 
sectarian influence far over the foreign missionary field, and 
create endless jealousies and strifes between brethren at home? 
No, let us bear and forbear, a long time, before we, on either 
side, be accessory in bringing upon our respective churches such 
evils as these. We have no jealousy in relation to our Presby- 
terian brethren; we acknowledge them as brethren in Christ, 
we love them as such; we bid them God-speed in all their efforts 
to multiply and extend their churches; we have long been ac- 
customed to send them our men and our money to aid them in 
this work; we shall be most ready and happy to do so in time to 
come; nor shall we be “careful to go into any close sectarian 
calculation of the gains and losses to each denomination respect- 
ively in the operation of the great societies through which our 
charities flow.” All we ask in return is a reciprocation of kind, 
Christian feeling, and a readiness, so far as there may be oppor- 
tunity, to co-operate with us on equal terms, in the common 
cause of spreading the light and blessings of the Gospel through 
our landand world. This, we are sure, is right, is in the spirit of 
our Master, in the spirit of Christ crucified; and may all the de- 
liberations and measures of this Convention be in the spirit and 
with the aim here indicated! Then all will be well; and we 
shall return to our homes strengthened and refreshed in spirit, 
and rejoice with our people in the happy results of our meeting. 


4, Finally, how great is the honor and privilege of being min- 
isters of the crucified Savior; his appointed heralds to publish 
salvation through his atoning blood to lost men. Here, brethren, 
let us kneel at the foot of the cross, and humbly and gratefully 
adore the grace that has called us to bear a part in this high and 
holy work; and bathing our souls in the spirit of Him who gave 
himself to die for us, trusting in his mercy and rejoicing in hope 
of his glory, we shall account no trials great, no labors severe, 
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which we may be called to endure in preaching Christ and him 
crucified to our dying fellow-men. Like Paul we shall account 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of his 
precious name; and like him we shall be willing to suffer the 
loss of all things, ifso we may honor our Redeemer in winning 
souls to his love, and training them up for the joys of his eternal 
kingdom. We are called to exercise our ministry in widely separ- 
ated portions of the common vineyard; some as pastors in the 
older and established churches of the East, and some as pastors 
and missionaries in the new and scattered and comparatively 
feeble churches of the West. But the field is one, the work is 
one, the Master is one, one the heaven to which we go, and one 
the reward that awaits us there. Trials and privations and toils 
are incident to the sacred office every where. Paul knew them 
in all their incessant and exhausting severity; but he never saw 
the day, no, not when suffering hunger and cold and nakedness ; 
not when he was whipped and stoned; not even when he was 
thrust into the inner dungeon in the gaol at Philippi, and was 
led forth on the Appian way to be put to death; no, he never 
saw the day when he would have exchanged the ministry he had 
received of the Lord Jesus for the scepter and the crown of the 
mightiest monarch on earth. The secret of all was this: the 
love of Christ constrained him and his presence cheered him, 
and the hope of his glory made all his trials seem light and mo- 
mentary. And so with us, my brethren. The love of Christ in 
us and his presence with us, and the hope of his eternal smiles in 
heaven cheering us,—these will sweeten all our cares, lighten all 
our toils, and make all the way before us bright and pleasant as 
illumined with rays from the Eternal Throne. Our brief day of 
labor in the service of our Master will soon be over, and in hea- 
ven, if through grace we attain that pure and happy world, it 
will be pleasant to look back and recount our toils, our triumphs 
and our victories in the cause of our glorious Redeemer, while 
we shall cast our crowns at his feet and sing forever with all the 
ransomed of the Lord,—Unto him that loved us and washed us 
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from our sins in his own blood and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God, even his Father—to him be glory and domin- 
ion forever and ever. 

I close in the words of one who a few months since addressed 
an assembly not unlike this, and on an occasion very similar to 
the present : * 

“ We individually shall not live and labor long. We shall be 
assembled as we are now but once in our lives—and soon from 
this convocation we shall go back to our individual fields of 
labor,—to work perchance a little longer, or to le down and die. 
Associated together, or as individuals, may the Spirit of glory 
and of God rest upon us,—that in these united counsels we may 
be led to results that shall be well pleasing to our Master; that 
while life lasts we may maintain those great principles which we 
have received; and that we may send them onward, to future 
times, to bless and save those who shall live when we are dead.” 


* Rey. Mr. Barnes. 


Appendix. 


In conformity with the expressed wishes of many members and friends of the 
Convention, the Publishing Committee have concluded to publish in pamphlet 
form, with a view to permanent preservation, as full a report as could be made of 
the principal debates that took place in that body. The discussions that were 
deemed of general importance were on five subjects, viz. :— 

1. THE RELATIONS OF EasTERN AND WESTERN CONGREGATIONALISTS. 

2. PROVISION FOR BUILDING CHURCH-EDIFICES AT THE WEST. 

3. Tue Pian or Unton with PrespyTerians. 

4. Tur Home Missionary Society, WITH THE RELATIONS OF SLAVERY TO 
THE CAUSE OF Home Missions. 

5. Conctupinc ADDRESSES. 


I. RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE OF THE EAST AND WEST. 


This subject having been placed on the docket by report of the Business Com- 


mittee, it was called up for consideration. 
Dr. Bacon then offered the following resolution, which he said had been put 
in his hands by a Western member, and of which he cordially approved :— 


“ Whereas, for several years past, insinuations and charges of heresy in doctrine, and 
disorder in practice, have been made against Congregationalists at the West, frequently 
too vague in their character and too vague and general in their aim to admit of their 
refutation ; And whereas, Congregationalism at the West has thereby suffered greatly 
in the estimation of the Congregationalists of New England, and of many other Chris- 
tians, therefore— ‘ j ty 

“1. Resolved, That it is the duty of Congregationalists to frown on all such insinu- 
ations, unless their authors or abettors will make specific allegations and hold them- 
selves responsible for the same. oa 

“2. That it is very important that the General Associations and Conferences at the 
East should be careful to send delegates to the General Associations of the West, that 
they may obtain reliable information respecting Western Congregationalism.” 


s 


54 


Dr. Bacon said that one of the most important objects for which the Conven- 
tion was called, was involved in the consideration of that resolution. He referred 
to the suspicion which had been created—he would not now say whether justly 
or unjustly—with regard to Congregational Churches at the West, and the habit 
which certainly exists of charging every such Church that happens to be formed 
west of Byram river with some kind of degeneracy from the oldstamp. He said 
there has hardly been such a Church formed within the last ten years with regard 
to which there has not been such an insinuation thrown out, beginning with 
“ The Church of the Pilgrims,” and terminating, if you please, with the Congre- 
gational Church at St. Louis. Immediately when a Church is formed this side 
of New England there is an outery, “ We have a great regard for New England 
Congregationalism ; but as for this western sort, we have no opinion of it what- 
ever.” This is certainly a great evil. The question is, what is the remedy? In 
my judgment one remedy is, for us at the East, whenever such allegations are 
thrown out, to hold those who utter them responsible for them. It will be gene- 
rally found, as I know from experience in some cases, that when the allegations 
are sifted, those who make them have a great respect for old-fashioned Congre- 
gationalism, because it is the other side of Byramriver. He had found generally, 
that to sift these slanders is to explode them. They will not bear investiga- 
tion. Whoever brings charges against Western Congregationalists should be 
made to understand that they are our brethren, that we feel towards them as 
such, and that a charge against them, like a charge against our own sons, must be 
sustained or retracted. Sometimes these allegations come from brethren who 
have themselves suffered from allegations made in the same way, and of the 
same sort. 

Another remedy, I think, is, as far as possible to maintain a regular intercourse 
with our brethren in their organized bodies at the West by the interchange of 
delegates. It is not enough that we receive delegates from the West; because, 
after all, some may say, “ They cut them off at the sample end, and those who 
remain behind will not bear a comparison with the specimen sent.” We should 
send delegates to them as far as possible, and try to ascertain the character of 
their meetings. The time may come when a sort of organization resembling 
that adopted by Congregationalists in England and Wales, and also in Scotland, 
—a, sort of union for mutual aid and nothing else-—may be needed. 

Rey. Mr. Kepzir, of Michigan, said, this subject was that about which the 
greatest degree of interest clustered. He came from Michigan to see if the 
Churches of New England would give them the right-hand of fellowship. They 
had felt much sensitiveness on that point; so often had the charge been reiterated 
in their ears, that Western Congregationalism was spurious in its character. When 
those who make the charge have been asked to show the difference in Western 
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from Eastern Congregationalism, everything was left in mystery and fog, and not 
a single point of difference was made out. They had come here laboring under 
this disadvantage, which was bearing them down, to see if the right-hand of fel- 
lowship would be given to them,—a thing which they had not felt emboldened 
to ask until the Chairman of the Business Committee (Dr. Bacon) had so freely 
and frankly recognized them as genuine Congregationalists. If they could go 
back under the impression that they were one with Eastern Congregationalists, 
they would feel stronger than ever before. Many an Eastern man who comes 
among us, stands aloof and joins some other body, in consequence of the sus- 
picions which have been instilled into his mind, that the Congregationalism of the 
West is a different thing from that of the East. We invite your fullest serutiny 
at our meetings, and we will weleome your delegates. We love to have you 
come to our churches and our prayer-meetings and ecclesiastical bodies, and we 
would have you look at us till you know us. It may be desirable to have a 
general organization in which all may come together; but we rather fear such 
large machines which turn so slowly and yet with so much power, and prefer to 
dispense with them when they are not necessary. For the present, we think this 
friendly intercourse between Eastern and Western Christians will be sufficient ; 
with this we shall rest satisfied. We have been told so often that Western Con- 
gregationalism is spurious, that we have felt that we must examine ourselves to 
see what we are, and then come down to New England and see what you are, to 
decide whether we are of the true pattern. We wish to go home with the assu- 
rance that you do recognize us as genuine Congregationalists; for then we shall 
feel strong and ready to labor. We feel that we are an advance army, a kind of 
forlorn hope, and if we can know that we can full back upon the main body, we 
shall feel strong and ready to battle in the name of the Lord of Hosts. 

Rey. Dr. Wooppripce remarked that he was not quite prepared to give his 
Western brethren his entire confidence until he knew something more about 
them. He was disposed to treat them and all others kindly. There were evils 
among Eastern Congregationalists even, and it did not follow that a man was 
sound because he belonged to a particular denomination. he question should 
be, How does he live? Although there might be vague and unfavorable reports 
against Western Congregationalists, he thought they should not be asked to pass 
a resolution like the one before the Convention. 

Rey. JonatHan Brancuarp, of Illinois, said, they of the West did not wish a 
vote passed indorsing Western Congregationalism in a mass, but simply the 
adoption of the Common Law principle that a man shall be held to be sound till 
he is proved unsound. He fully accorded with the remarks of Mr. Kepzrz ; but 
wished to add that all from the West did not come to see if their Eastern 
brethren could take them by the hand, but some had come to see if they could 
take their Eastern brethren by the hand. He thought that neither party would 
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suffer by watching. \ There was one thing which fairness required him to state, 
which was, that a person who should reside for a short time at the West, would be- 
come different from those who always reside at the East. One of the most careful 
men he ever knew gave it as his opinion, that a man who should go from New 
England to the West as a merchant, and come back to the East without appear- 
ing to those with whom he had before been associated as “a little sprung in his 
intellect,” would be looked upon as a rare man. So the clergyman who has 
always heard the bell ring on the Sabbath morning, and has had his two sermons 
written and prepared to be delivered to an audience, every one of whom he can 
eall by name, when he is transplanted to the banks of the Mississippi, and 
obliged to preach in a building so low that his head will touch the ceiling, to those 
whom he knows not; or is compelled to preach in a bar-room, and get up his 
own congregation as a town crier collects an assembly, he will after a time differ 
from his Eastern brethren. He will be very likely to acquire a sort of hasty 
utterance that is different from what is practiced at the East. If he does not 
learn something by coming among us, he will not be the man for his place. It 
will do no harm to watch us, therefore, and at the same time we mean to watch 
you. The right sort of men for the West were those with right principles and 
with sense enough to apply those principles to the cireumstances in which they 
are placed. He hoped that in this view of the matter Western Christians would 
not be found very degenerate, after all. 

Rey. Mr. Kircue 1, of Detroit, said, that they at the West did not ask to have 
their orthodoxy indorsed. All they asked was that a charge should not be taken 
up against them without proof, that they might be known before they were 
judged. By any standard that any man in New England would give them, they 
were sound and orderly Congregationalists. He asked, however, that they should 
not be tried by a standard which he had seen in one print lately; namely, that he 
is a good Congregationalist who immediately on leaving New England becomes 
a Presbyterian. He said, if it is to be regarded as a heresy that we adhere to 
that which you taught us in New England, wherever we go, then there are many 
in the West who are heterodox. But if you will lay down principles of Con- 
gregationalism as you understand them in the Hast, and try us by them, I believe 
you will find us sound, as sound at least as any body of Presbyterians in the 
West. They and we share about equally in any crudities that exist. We beg 
leave to differ somewhat from the form and order which our brethren in Connec- 
ticut have adopted. We feel that there are some things that will not work well 
even there, and after having worn the Consociational harness for ten years in 
Connecticut I know how it sits;—we therefore have omitted that. But try us 
by the standard in Massachusetts or the great body of Congregationalists, and 
we abide by it and work it out as you do in the Hast. Certainly Connecticut has 
her apology. For a long time she was a frontier state in respect to Congrega- 
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tionalism, and looking over into the green pastures of Presbyterianism she has 
perhaps brought forth a system somewhat “ring-streaked and speckled.” 
(Laughter.) But give us the principles of Congregationalism “after the pattern 
seen in the mount” by our fathers of old, and we are true, according to any 
standard you will bring us. Now what we ask is, that you will know us before 
you judge us, and I wish it distinctly understood that these resolutions have a 
special reference to our Eastern brethren. We at the West are doubly incapa- 
citated in respect to these charges. We are not only suspected, but we are sus- 
pected of being suspected. How is it possible for us to rid ourselves of these 
charges? But you have a duty and a power which we cannot exercise; and 
when a brother shall stand before any General Association and criminate us 
gravely and deeply, till our souls bleed under the charges, you are bound to call 
that brother as an accuser not to be heard till he brings the proof against us. 

We did not suppose we were committing any crime in going out of New En- 
gland, nor in retaining the principles you taught us, as well as the theology we 
received from you; and we ask that you will have some care for us and our 
good names; and whenever these are aspersed, remember we are your children, 
and take us under your wings. Certainly there is a propriety in your taking us 
under your wings and teaching us to fly. We shall fly presently as strongly as 
you; and it may be that in your old age the young eaglet will bring back the 
principles she carried away, to the old ancestral nest; for it is a fact that we are 
growing strong in the West. God opens bright prospects before us, if you will 
believe in us and confide in us as you well may. We cannot defend ourselves if 
we happen not to be present in your assemblies or at your firesides when these 
aspersions are made. Deal gently with us, therefore, and do not receive these 
aspersions against us without proof. 

Rey. Tertius 8. Cuarke, of Penn Yan, said, it was easy to make a party sus- 
picious or jealous, by treating them as if you expected them to be so. He was 
afraid we should err in lack of charity to our Presbyterian brethren. He had 
gone among them to be pastor of a Congregational church in the midst of Pres- 
byterians, and he had gone with his heart in his hand, evidently taking it for 
granted that he was to be received and treated in a friendly manner by his Pres- 
byterian brethren, and he was so, They received him as orthodox because he 
preached the truth, and they treated him like a Christian because he tried to be- 
have like one. But if Congregationalists behave unseemly, and act as if they 
expected to be suspected, and turn a cold shoulder to Presbyterians as if they 
had no confidence in them, it is not strange if they are treated coldly in return. 
Let them be frank, open, and manly in their deportment, and it is very likely 
they will fare better. It has been well said that the circumstances of Congrega- 
tionalists in the West are widely different from those in New England. Oh, 
how unlike! How often have I sighed to get back to that good land; but it is 
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not tobe. Let us learn to make the best of it, and we may do away a host of 
prejudices, Presbyterian hearts are just as good in general as Congregational 
hearts. He would carefully guard the good name of our brethren at the West, 
and at the same time beware lest we sin against charity and so provoke the 
treatment of which we complain. 

Dr. Lyman Bercurr. When I left Boston I had become so noted as an op- 
pugnator of Unitarianism that the Unitarians had done ascribing evil to the 
devil, but charged it all to me; and when I got to Cincinnati, Dr. Wizson -pub- 
lished me in his paper as a Unitarian, and we had to bear it; and I never asked 
any body to indorse me, but I toughed it through. We, cannot escape all these 
things, we must bear them until we can live them down. 

Dr. Bacon. Perhaps the venerable father who has just taken his seat does 
not realize the difference in the cases. He went to Ohio in the ripeness of his 
age, with the experience and the honors of nearly half a century of public ser- 
vice, and with a reputation not merely as large as the country, but with a world- 
wide renown. Dr, Wizson wasasmall circumstance to himn—hardly more to him 
than the fly was to Uncle Toby. Very different is the case of a young man who 
goes to the West to preach the Gospel; perhaps he is a licentiate, and he sin- 
cerely prefers Congregationalism, in which he has been educated, and he is in- 
vited to labor with a Congregational Church. And he soon finds a difficulty. 
Sir, you may depend on it, that it is a very different thing for such a young man 
to have his character assailed with charges of heresy and disorder from what it 
was for Dr. Brzcner. Dr, Beecner says he did not cry; neither does the war- 
horse described in the book of Job ery at being attacked, when he “ paweth in 
the valley and rejoiceth in his strength, and saith Ha, ha! among the trumpets.” 
No wonder Dr. Bercuer did not ery; I would not ery if Iwashe. But it is a 
very different thing for our worthy brethren to meet these cruel charges single- 
handed, which they cannot breast alone. 

This resolution ought not to give offense in any quarter. The facts on which 
it is based are not denied; they cannot be. We do not propose to indorse any 
body, either as to his regularity or his orthodoxy. Our Western brethren do 
not ask us to become their sponsors. We cannot say that they are all orthodox, 
but we can say what this resolution proposes. Our responsibility for these 
brethren is not according to the theory of those who hold the doctrine of a con- 
solidated Church. That theory is that there is but one Church, and one ecclesi- 
astical authority, and that under it every man is responsible for every other man. 
Our theory is all different from this—that one Church is no more responsible for 
another than one gentleman is responsible for another in well-ordered society, 
where every man is entitled to be treated as a gentleman until he shows that he 
is unworthy to be so treated, They are like our colleges, which have no general 
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head to make them responsible to and for one another, and they are to know 
and observe the laws of mutual courtesy and respect. 

We cannot undertake to indorse the character of all our Western brethren, 
but we can say whether we will recognize them as Congregationalists, and on 
what terms; and we can say that the wholesale condemnation of them in these 
vague terms is something that we will not consent to by being the willing re- 
cipients of such reports. I have no doubt that there are brethren at the West 
in Congregational bodies, indeed I have every reason to be assured there are, 
with whom I should not at all agree on some important questions in theology, 
and whose views of order and proceedings and measures I should heartily and 
earnestly dissent from. So there are in New England. There are ultra men out 
West, But bring forward the most ultra into this meeting, Ido not care who he 
is, on the question of slavery for example—and I will be bound to scare up 
somebody in Connecticut equal to him in every way. (Laughter.) We are all 
in a suspected district, as Dr. Bercurr found he was when he came from the 
West. The suspicion does not lie upon Illinois alone, but upon New England 
and even old England, too. The fact is, our Congregationalism is not a system 
which commends itself to those who prefer a very different system, and it cannot 
be expected that it will. True, we have some among us, who seem to belong 
to that class of men who possess a character which, according to Shakspeare, ap- 
pertains to men of extraordinary genius, that is, many-sided men, who can be 
either Congregationalists or Presbyterians, or both at the same time. (Laughter.) 
Our brother from Michigan (Mr. Kircurett) ought to have known better than to 
say some things he did about Connecticut. He thought we got our system 
from looking over into New York to see Presbyterianism there. But the Say- 
brook platform is older than any Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
The Saybrook Synod met and framed that notable piece of workmanship before 
there was a Presbyterian session this side of the Atlantic. We are not all alike, 
even at the East, and probably never shall be. We have, it is true, various de- 
grees, various tones of orthodoxy, and various forms of Church government, so 
that if a man moves from one place to another, he must learn a new system of 
Church government; and we have churches as independent as Paul was when 
he sent out Barnabas on a mission. On the whole, we get along pretty well, 
and we learn, either through our system or through the want of it, that principle 
of mutual toleration which we think some of our Presbyterian brethren at the 
West should put in practice there; and the longer we live, and the more of these 
collisions we have, we think the more of that principle of mutual ‘toleration we 
have. Ido for one. I hope therefore that these two resolutions will be adopted 
without any disagreement; first, that it is the duty of Congregationalists to 
frown on all such allegations, unless their authors and abettors will make spe- 
cific allegations and hold themselves responsible for the same. I think nobody 
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can objedt-to that. Not to frown on them in all cases, but to frown on them 
unless the persons making them shall make them in a specific form and be re- 
sponsible.. If A comes and tells me about Brother Krrcnetz, I will say, “ Tell 
me the thing he has done and the reason why I should withhold my confidence ; 
and let me write to him and tell him you say so and so, and are prepared to prove 
it.” Second, it is very important that Associations at the East should be careful 
to send delegations to the West, that they may obtain reliable information re- 
specting Western Congregationalism. 

‘Dr. Oscoon, of Springfield, said, he liked the spirit of the resolutions, though 
he did not consider them of much importance to their Western brethren. But 
he thought the remarks which had grown out of their consideration very appro- 
priate and such as their Western brethren deserved. Where he resided he often 
heard of such allegations as the resolutions contemplated. He thought they 
were bound to require that all such allegations should be made in writing. A 
few years since a brother who had lived in his neighborhood and whom he knew 
to be a devoted man, after having removed to the West and been connected with 
Oberlin, returned and made him a visit. He was asked if he would invite his 
brother to preach? “Why,” said one, “are you going to indorse Oberlin?” 
The only objection made to his preaching was, that he came from Oberlin, but 
after a conversation with him the Doctor could discover only one or two points 
of difference that neither of them could define. (Laughter.) If any one came 
with such accusations as they had been accustomed to hear, he ought to smart for 
it. He thought the adoption of the resolutions would put a stop to much 
slander. 

Dr. Woopsrince wished to be cautious. He had confidence in some Western 
men whom he knew; but he should vote against the resolutions, because he was 
not acquainted with the men. He couldn’t trust some of his neighbors, much 
less those whom he knew so little about. 

Rey. Mr. Apams, of Ohio, said, I am surprised to hear these remarks with re- 
gard to Western ministers. Who are they? Many of them had lived and labor- 
ed at the East; but growing rusty as people thought, they have gone West, and 
there they have been scoured up and have been very acceptable. Who make up 
the other portion? A very considerable part of the rest are young men, educated 
at Andover, New Haven, or East Windsor, and even at Bangor. Though we * 
have as good ministers as New England people haye raised up, and such as New 
England people have been satisfied with, yet when they come from us, New En- 
gland is made to be dissatisfied with them. Now, he had noticed that no man’s 
orthodoxy is out there questioned, who will consent to join Presbytery. Now 
for a thorough-going Presbyterian he had a profound respect; but for such a 
filius degener as some they had out in the Reserve, he had but very little respect. 
Another thing he had learned on going West, was the real meaning of the Plan 
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of Union. He had thought that the Plan was a compact between Congrega- 
tionalists and Presbyterians, giving to each equal rights; but the fact was, that 
the union was a perfect absorption. It has absorbed our Ministers and our 
Churches. It has bound the souls of our Church Members in the iron yoke of 
Presbyterianism. This was the meaning of the Union, as it practically works. 

Dr. Epwarp Beecuer, of Boston, said, there was a great similarity between 
the present relation of the Western Churches to those of New England and that 
which once existed between the Churches of New England and the mother 
country. The time was, when the fathers of New England had to vindicate 
their orthodoxy and order, just as Western Concregationalists do now. We 
then needed the countenance of Old England, and turned to them for it, just as 
the West now turns to New England. He thought there should be more respect 
for conscientious opinions, and more tenderness of treatment with regard to or- 
thodoxy. The things which are said when they are not known to be true, are 
said simply because there is not that tenderness of conscience with regard to 
what is said about bodies of men which there is with regard to what is said about 
individuals. He hardly knew a point where the moral sensibility of the Christian 
community more needs to be rectified and refined. 

Rey. Mr. Buaxesty, of Ohio, had listened with interest to the instructions of 
the fathers from the East, but they were ignorant of some things respecting 
Western Churches which they ought to know. He thought the resolutions ex- 
ceedingly important, as they took strong hold of Congregationalism at the West. 
He had heard it asserted at the West, and since he came here, that the Congre- 
gationalists at the West were not orthodox. He had met those who were in 
the same Theological Seminary here with him, and who were now with the Pres- 
byterians ; and they said they would rather be in connection with the Presby- 
terians than in connection with Oberlinism. But it should be known that the 
Presbyterians also license Oberlin ministers and have always done so, having 
never refused to license any one because he came from Oberlin and held to Mr. 
Finney’s views. If therefore Oberlinism was heterodox, the Presbyterians were 
as much accountable for its extension as the Congregationalists. 

Dr. Hawes thought that course of remark was doing what the resolutions de- 
clared they would not do. 

Mr. Buaxesty responded that his object was simply to have it understood 
that the Presbyterians were as fully in connection with Oberlin as the Congre- 
gationalists. He did not wish to cast any reproach on any one, but if reproach 
belonged to any, he wanted it to fall where it did belong. 

Rey. Dr. Dummick thought it became the Convention to act with care. He was 
in favor of the resolutions, There were doubtless errors existing in some cases, 
which he would not like to indorse. But he did not understand that they were 
ealled upon to indorse everything that may be found in connection with Congre- 


62 


gationalists at the West. He thought the Hast had been wanting to the West. 
New England had sent her sons far into the West, and had almost forgotten them. 
The Plan of Union had extensively filled the eye of New England men and New 
England churches, and what they had done it had been thought they must do un- 
der the banner of union, so that those now in the far West who do not appear 
under that banner are looked upon with suspicion. Many who have gone from 
Congregational churches and families have taken another banner, and a large part 
—not all, nor the best—have forsaken us. Wehave heard rumors of evils which 
we did not wish to indorse; and we have been afraid to assume the position 
which we ought to assume with regard to Congregational churches at the West. 
The arrangements there had their origin in New England; and if the New Eng- 
land churches had been duly mindful of their own privileges, many of those now 
out of our hands would have remained with us. He would give a hearty response 
to his western brethren ; he wislred them to go back assured that we have confi- 
dence in them; not that we indorse their errors, nor that they indorse ours. 

Rey. Mr. Camp, of Michigan, wished to remind the Convention that it was an 
eastern body—that it was called by eastern men. The question which was be- 
fore the Convention was not therefore one for western men to settle. In his 
‘opinion the Convention were not prepared to decide the question. Venerable 
fathers from the East said that they did not know us, and were not ready to in- 
dorse us. Suppose any one should speak in the same way of the churches in 
Connecticut or Massachusetts? They of the West maintained that it was the 
duty of their fathers to know what sort of sons they had sent to the West. They 
were not here, however, for the purpose of making any complaint. 

Rev. Mr. Krnp, of Ohio, hoped that a vote would not be taken on the resolu- 
tions, until the matter had been fully discussed. 

Dr. Hawes moved that the subject be laid on the table for the present, to be 
called up when they had further opportunity to learn the feelings of western 
brethren. 

Hon, Israrz Brituines, of Hatfield, thought the discussion thus far had done 
him good, and that every member of the Convention would retire to his home 
perfectly satisfied with regard to western Congregationalism. He thought that 
the vote should be then taken. They had had sufficient evidence that Congre- 
gationalism at the West had been aspersed. ‘The remedy proposed by the reso- 
lution was as good as any that can be prescribed, which was simply that they 
would not open their ears to those aspersions. He hoped the resolutions would 
not be laid on the table. 

Dr. Hawes stated his object in making the motion to lay the resolutions on 
the table to be, that they might have an opportunity to understand the subject. 

Rey. Mr. Buancuarp said that if the vote should not be finally taken upon the 
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resolutions, in consequence of any press of other business, the effect would be 
worse than if they had not been offered. 

After suggestions by several members, the vote was taken on the adoption of 
the resolutions, and they were adopted almost unanimously. 


II. CHURCH-BUILDING AT THE WEST. 


Dr. Hawes reported from the Committee on Church-building at the West a 
plan for raising fifty thousand dollars for this purpose, which he read, and re- 
quested that it might be considered and amended by the Convention. 

Dr. Topp said, one strong desire we have is, that before we separate, the East 
and the West shall understand each other. We want to understand the trials 
of brethren at the West, and to have them understand our situation at the East. 
There have been mistakes on both sides which need to be corrected. One im- 
portant result of this Convention will be to make the impression that we, the 
representatives of the Congregational churches, have entire confidence in our 
system of church government, and an entire reliance that, under God, this system 
is to do a great work in and for the world. Most of the brethren at the West 
were sent out as missionaries from Connecticut, Massachusetts, and all New 
England, and the time has never been when the heart of the Easthas ceased to 
beat warmly towards those who have gone, being bone of our bone and flesh of 
our flesh, the jewels of our own hearts. Do the brethren of the West think 
that when we give them our sons, and they come back and take our daughters 
as wives—the best wives in the world except those they leave behind—that our 
hearts will be cold toward them? At one time there were twenty-six agents 
from the West in New England, seeking aid,and none of them, so far as I know, 
was turned back and coldly rebuked. We have always responded to the calls of 
the West, so far as was in our power. While they tell us of their trials at the 
West, through their missionary paper, let them remember that we too have trials, 
and that we both need patience and perseverance. I remember that when young 
I was in trouble, and feared I should be put in a place where I should be burned 
up, and I went to Dr. Beecher and asked him what I should do, Said he, 
“ Todd, stand still.” So we both need patience sometimes. It should be under. 
stood that the West is a very wide field, and that a donation scattered over the 
whole gives but a little in any one place. The calls upon us are contiaual, and 
we are glad to have them; but it should be understood that these calls fall first 
upon the pastors, who are the most self-denying men to be found on the face of 
the earth. I could tell this Convention of a good brother, who, with a salary of 
less than four hundred dollars, gives more than all the rest of his church to be- 
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nevolent objects. T presume that is not a solitary instance. I know my church 
do not give away enough, yet they gave, last year, more than eight dollars for 
each member, for objects out of our own town. It must be borne in mind, too, 
that it is the common, every day people who give for the purpose of building up 
churches—those who are in the middle walks of life. Will the brethren at the 
West then understand that we are ready not only to acknowledge them as 
brethren, and give them our entire confidence and warm sympathies, but also to 
do all we can for them ? 

The people at the West should understand another thing. A man in New 

England buys a farm, and scratches away upon it a long time for every seventy- 
five cents or dollar that he gives away, and when he dies his property is divided 
among his children, and as they have, many of them, gone to the West, his pro- 
perty goesthere. But you'say that New England is growing rich. Yes, and I 
wish I could tell you some of the stories that the good agents who come here 
tell us of the West, where the soil is knee-deep, and corn grows so high you can 
scarcely see the top of it, and who say that our farms are so poor they would 
not live on them, and then will say, “Come, now, give us your money.” 
(Laughter.) Though New England is growing rich, I want to warn my eastern 
brethren that perhaps it is not best to take up the system of building churches 
in the West as a system to be pursued from generation to generation. 
3: Rey. Mr. Prarz, of Binghamton, wished to inquire whether the churches in 
central New York, connected with the Presbytery by the Plan of Union, should 
contribute, with the understanding that the money should be sent to aid western 
ehurehes. He thought they would need help for their own feeble churches. 

The report was then accepted, and the question of its adoption was considered. 

Dr. Bacon moved the passage of the following resolution in lieu of the ordi- 
nary form of adopting the report: 


“ Resolved, That the plan for raising fifty thousand dollars for building Congregational 
Church-edifices at the West, be approved and adopted by this Convention, and that 
it be recommended to Pastors and Churches throughout the United States.” 

Dr. Bacon said, My own observation with regard to those who have sought 
contributions for the erection of churches at the West has led me to conclude 
that generally the pastor to whom the agent always come first, of course, thinks 
the case is a pretty strong one, and so recommends it to his people, stating that 
though he does not approve of general applications, still he thinks this a pe- 
euliar case. The consequence is, that the man from Michigan, or perhaps still 
further off, will go around for a time getting the contributions of the people, 
and finally succeed in securing enough to pay a little more than his expenses to 
New England. He may not raise more than enough to pay his expenses. 

But L have observed within a few months indications of a change at the West 
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attend to these applications; we can meet in a school-house or a barn if you will 
only aid-us in supporting a pastor.” A change in our policy in this respect is 
manifestly required, and the feeling seems to be that there is a necessity for aid 
in this form. On the other hand, I do not wish to adopt any plan of this kind 
that looks to permanency. The present plan is only to raise an amount of 
money to meet an existing exigency, to aid in raising houses of worship on that 
broad area immediately. For these reasons I am in favor of this plan, and I am 
happy to be able to present to the Convention this document which I hold in my 
hand, which I have no doubt will have its weight in commending the plan itself 
to the regard and consideration of the Convention. 
“ AuBany, Oct. 7, 1852. 

“The undersigned, feeling deeply interested in the moral and religious condition of 
their country, and rejoicing that anew impulse has been given to a cause most dear to 
them, do hereby agree to give the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to aid in erecting 
Congregational Churches at the West, upon the plan proposed in this Convention: 
Provided, that the whole sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars shall be raised within six 
months from the Ist of J anuary, 1853. 

“Bowen & McNamer, New York.” 

It will be observed from the terms of this paper that it requires an approba- 
tion of this plan as given to the Convention, and that the whole amount be 
raised within six months from the 1st of January, 1853. 

One word as to the suggestion of Brother Platt, of Binghamton, that there is 
a proper field for aid in Pennsylvania and New York. We have the same thing 
in Connecticut, and in Massachusetts, and Vermont, and New Hampshire. 

Dr, CreaveLanp.—And Rhode Island. 

Dr. Bacon.—And Rhode Island especially, since they have the principles of 
law and order established there. 

Dr. Cireavetann.—I wish Connecticut would come over and learn them. 

Dr. Bacon.—This state of things must exist; there will be places where we 
cannot undertake to organize Churches. But we can do it for the great empire 
at the West ; and there is an exigency there now which we are required to meet, 
there is a battle to be fought there for the world, and for all the ages to come, 
in which we have our part to act, and from which, I trust, we shall not withhold 
any effort or any self-denial that is required of us. 

Rey. Mr. Buancuarp stated the fact that the venerable Chief J eatioe Williams, 
of Connecticut, made a donation to aid feeble Churches in central [linois, and 
that some five or six Churches had been erected in pursuance of his plan. But 
three of those Churehes thus erected are now waiting for ministers. They have 
never had a pastor. 

Dr. Lyman Bexcuer said if you want to get martins about your house, you 
must put up a martin box. It is meeting-houses, too, that we want, rather than 
log houses. A village at the West grows up in six months, and he who has a 
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house to assemble them in, will take the flood. He considered this one of the 
most important subjects for the Convention to consider. So far as he was 
acquainted with the West, it was true that ministers were needed ; but ministers 
could be had if they had houses. When he went to Cincinnati, he expected 
there would be a colony from his Church in five years, at most, but the quarrels 
there prevented it for ten years or more. When he went there the Methodists 
had but one Church, and we had four or five. Now they have twenty, while we 
have stood still. It is meeting-houses that you want, and you may earry that 
principle as far as you please. A village at the West grows up in less than six 
months, with all that class of persons who usually raise up societies, having emi- 
grated from among us. It is therefore important to have houses of worship for 
such villages, for those who begin will take the flood afterwards. If you begin 
now by raising fifty thousand dollars, I know well that when the thing has been 
tried, you will be willing to give a hundred thousand, for you will see that the 
money is better spent for such an object than for any other. Do you hear? 
(Laughter.) I want—no, I do not want to apologize. There has been a great 
racket about our Church organization, and there has been, a mighty alarm—I 
will not say any thing invidious—a mighty alarm because we moved a little to 
get a Church-extension society. There is no danger that the New School or any 
body else will overrun us at the West. Besides, it is what ought to be, it is 
what you ought to do; it is what ought to have been begun long ago, and con- 
tinued till the wilderness should have blossomed as the rose. 

Dr. CLrEaveLanp had been twelve years at the West, and thought he under- 
stood the subject practically. Since he had returned to New England no subject 
had impressed him so much as this. He was the pastor of a large and wealthy 
Chureh, which was a liberal one also—and when he spoke of Church contribu- 
tions he wished it understood that many large contributions came from the 
society and not the Church alone—and he was impressed with this subject, be- 
cause the most liberal and intelligent contributors had adopted the axiom that 
where a Chureh is needed it can be built to the extent of the want, and that if a 
large one cannot be built then it is not wanted. One thing which has gone to 
confirm this axiom has been that so many applications have been of an wnwar- 
rantable character, such as the payment of old debts, and the purchase of a bell, 
&e. These applications had not come so much from the far West as from inter- 
mediate places. His observation led him to indorse the remark of Dr. Bacon 
that agents for aid to build Churches generally received but little more than 
enough to pay their traveling expenses. Since he said impulsively, “ Rhode 
Island above all,” a little while ago, when Dr, Bacon was addressing the Con- 
vention, he would explain that he meant to have it understood that since they 
have the Maine Law there, and would execute it without fear or fayor, they 
would soon pay all their Church debts. 
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Dr. Hawrs.—That will relieve Connecticut from paying Rhode Island a 
thousand dollars. 

Dr. Crzavetanp.—We say we will take care of our Church debts if we hold 
on to the Maine Law. And we shall do it, and shall pay our Church debts, and 
it will be but a little while before we will excuse Brother Hawes and the rest of 
Connecticut, if they will turn round and give their money to some Rhode Island 
in the West. They must pay the money somewhere as long as the world stands, 
as a matter of course. I love to think what Connecticut is doing and has done. 
It is a glorious state, “and Rhode Island above all.” (Laughter.) After some 
further remarks, Dr. C. closed by saying that his mind was decidedly relieved 
with regard toe contributions for building Churches at the West. He believed 
the plan proposed would procure large contributions where not a dollar was 
given before. He liked the’plan with the idea that it was not to be a perma- 
nent one. 

Rey. Asa Turner of Iowa said he had opposed the sending of agents to the 
East te beg for money to aid in erecting Churches at the West, because he saw 
that if the practice were pursued there would be no end to the applications. 
They did, however, need aid in some way. But he had often told his brethren 
that he would sooner stick up poles and cover them with corn-stalks for a house 
of worship, than send any one to the Hast to beg for aid. But times have 
changed; our population is spread wider. We find, for instance, a little com- 
munity in which there are some four or five men interested in the worship of 
God, These men, altogether, are not worth perhaps more than a thousand dol- 
lars, and without aid they can make no impression on the community. But with 
the aid of one or two hundred dollars they will secure enough, together with 
their own labor, to erect a house of worship, and accommodate the whole com- 
munity around, who would otherwise be destitute. 

Allusion has been made to the Church-extension plan. I have blessed God 
for every meeting-house that our Presbyterian brethren at the West have erected. 
I am not jealous of them on that score. We have six different kinds of Pres- 
byterians in Iowa, and I will give thanks to God for every house our Methodist 
or Baptist brethren will build. There is room enough for all in our great state. 
And while Iam a Congregationalist fully, I rejoice to see houses built by any 
denomination where Christ is preached. And I believe that a plan of this kind, 
which will not require time to be taken up by a Missionary of the West by a 
personal application, will accomplish an amount of good beyond our computa- 
tion, and I eould not but be deeply affected when. this brother who proffered the 
ten thousand dollars presented the plan. And I must say that I think the man 
who could give ten thousand must surely be a business man, and enabled to give 
the details of such a plan. 

Mr. Bowen of New York said, as a member of your Committee who have 
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nade this report, I feel it my duty to explain the matter somewhat, that you may 
understand the responsibility which you take in adopting this report, to carry it out. 
It is admitted by all the brethren that we must do something to aid the Churches at 
the West, either in this or some other way, and if we give as we have done here- 
tofore, when we did not understand the merits of each particular case, we shall 
give hap-hazard. You need to understand that we asa denomination in New 
York are not more than eight or ten years old, and are not able to give as much 
as we otherwise should, in consequence of the great expense we have been at in 
building our own churches. We have expended, within eight or ten years, in 
the city of New York and vicinity, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and 
when brethren come to New York and ask us to aid them, we say to them, we 
would do it, but we must have first a little breathing spell. In helping the West 
we want to give all a share. Merchants from the West are often delegated, 
when they come to New York, to ask aid in giving a bell for a Church, or some- 
thing else which is needed, and we rejoice to help as far as we can. Now this 
plan, | have no doubt, or something of the kind, will meet the approbation of 
the people. We do not want the funds given to go from New York, or Hart- 
ford, or Providence especially, but we want help to be given from the Churches 
generally. It is a question of expense for this Convention to decide; for until 
the wants of the western Churches are met, agents will come East for help. Do 
you want to pay two hundred dollars? And will you pay one hundred for the 
purpose of defraying the expense of the agent? In nine times out of ten, it 
costs half or one-third to pay his traveling expenses. This plan will not cost a 
cent. Every dime, every penny will go right to the people without any expense, 
except perhaps a little for printing, and even that I hope will be provided for in 
some other way. I was rejoiced to hear the resolutions adopted yesterday, ex- 
tending the right hand of fellowship to the West. I am pleased with such mani- 
festations, and the feeling with which the hand is extended, but being a practical 
man, I like to see something in the right hand of fellowship. 

This plan proposes to have a Committee in New York. What shall they do? 
They receive the money and appropriate it. They haye something more to do. 
They ought to arrange the facts with regard to the West, and converse with the 
people there through the newspapers, and have circulars printed and sent 
throughout the country if necessary. 

What will be the duties of the State Committee? There are some sugges- 
tions which have occurred to my mind which are important; that is, that they 
should have cireulars printed and sent to every minister in the state,-presenting 
the matter to him and urging him to take hold of it. 

The plan proposes that Ministers should preach on the first Sabbath in January 
upon the subject, and take up a collection. Some member of the Convention 
has suggested that this could as well be on any other time. If so there will be no 
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time. But it will bea glorious spectacle to see all the Congregational Ministers 
and Churches engaged in the same cause on the same day. It will be a glorious 
testimony to our brethren at the West that we are truly desirous to aid them. 
They will think the better of us, and will remember that in extending the right 
hand of fellowship we have something in it to back up the outward manifesta- 
tion. They will inquire, while their brethren at the East are thus helping them, 
what they have to do for themselves; and in my opinion it will lead to the pro- 
jecting of more Churches within the next five years than have been projected 
within the last twenty. This plan is one that will come fairly and honorably be- 
fore all our Churches throughout the United States, and will give all the people 
an opportunity to aid in the work. It will not leave the contributions to be 
made by the rich, but will give the poorer members of our denomination the 
privilege of aiding in the work. It is a good plan, and I hope it will be adopted. 

Several amendments were moved and adopted, and then the Plan was.adopted 
unanimously. 


III. REPORT ON THE PLAN OF UNION. 


Dr. Humrnrey said, after reading the Report—It is incident to all human 
things that there should be changes, and in religious and ecclesiastical matters as 
well as in other things, and especially in the new States and Territories of this 
country. The Committee did not suppose that they were to go into the inquiry 
at much length, whether the original Plan of Union had operated in the begin- 
ning favorably, or unfavorably. There was found, after comparing views in the 
Committee, not a perfect agreement on that point. Some of the brethren rather 
questioned whether if there had been no such Plan of Union, it would not have 
turned out for the furtherance of Congregationalism, and the furtherance of the 
Gospel also. In consequence of the changes incident to this matter, any system 
which may have worked well for a series of years, may turn out in the end to 
have accomplished its mission, or that which the original designers of it expect- 
ed it would accomplish. The Committee, a majority of whom are Western 
men, who are upon the ground where this Union has existed, after deliberation 
during all the afternoon yesterday, and a part of this morning, came to the con- 
clusion that, however well the system might have operated in the beginning, it 
has not, so far as we Congregationalists are concerned, accomplished the design 
of the Connecticut General Association, or of those who acted on that Plan in 
the State of New York. In short, though it is called a Union still, the Commit- 
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tee are deeply impressed with the fact that it is a Union, which so far as regards 
its present operation, and for many years past, is a Union nearly all on one side. 
It is a Union which has resulted, not in the building up of Congregationalism at 
the West, but of Presbyterianism, and under which hundreds of Churches have 
been gradually drawn over—we do not say improperly, that is for the Conven- 
tion to determine—to Presbyterianism. Congregational Churches have been re- 
quired to send up their minutes'to the Presbyteries; and when Congregational 
Ministers are settled, the Presbyteries insist upon having the whole management 
of the Ordination ; and when Presbyterian Ministers are settled over Congrega- 
tional Churches, they expect, and in some instances require, that the Presbyterian 
brother shall be settled by themselves, and then they are in fact Members of the 
Presbytery. The Committee have expressed their views as fully as they could 
in the Preamble and Reaolutions which have been read. The Convention will 
decide, of course, whether this is the wisest and best disposition which can be 
made of the matter, or whether something else should be adopted which shall 
secure what we need. For myself, I think it is quite time that Congregational- 
ism should take better care of itself at the West. (Sensation and approval.) 

One thing more, which I omitted in its proper place. I remember that when 
this Union was formed, indeed before, the impression was pretty generally and 
pretty deeply felt in Connecticut, that though Congregationalism was best on the 
whole, in New England, we were not quite certain that it could be established at 
the West, and we questioned whether our system was not too democratic, and 
whether it was not necessary to put on some screws upon the organization of 
Churehes. And, upon the whole, we yielded the point so far, that we felt less 
confidence of the power of our Congregationalism than we have now. Such 
was the general feeling; and this feeling had much to do with our forming and 
acquiescing in the Plan. But all this has changed. We have no questions of 
this sort perplexing us now. We have far more confidence than formerly in our 
own system, and this reason no longer exists to induce us to perpetuate the 
Union. I cannot say that I regret that the Union was formed; but I confidently 
believe, that if it had been really, as it has been virtually dissolved for the last ten 
years ; in other words, if we had not consented that that Union should be almost 
all on one side, and had gone on and built up our Churches in our own way, we 
should have been stronger as Congregational Churches at the West than we are 
now. 

Rey. Mr. Lawrence, of Mass., said, We have now come to what seems to me 
to be the most vital, and yet the most delicate question which comes before this 
body. It is that of “ dissolving the Union.” For, whatever may have been 
done on the other side, up to this point, we have been neutral, we have acted the 
part of faithful covenant keepers. I might say more than that. We have 
yielded, and as has been well expressed, the Union has been all one side. I be-~ 
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lieve that some two thousand Churches which have been substantially organized 
on the Congregational plan, have gone over to Presbyterianism. I believe the 
basis of Union, as it was formed, has been totally vacated in its practical work- 
ings; and I have been led to look a little into the history of the question to sce 
if I could account for this anomalous fact. In an article published in “ The 
Repertory,” at Princeton, for July, 1837, containing several arguments presented 
before the General Assembly of 1837, I found that it was there stated that the 
originators of this Plan of Union designed it as a means of bringing Congrega- 
tional Churehes over to Presbyterianism. _ I find it also, as one of the accredited 
arguments urged before that body, that after a reasonable time, when it was 
found not to answer its original design, the Assembly was first to abandon the 
Union. I find also another thing; that the making it permanent, in the view of 
that body, was a perversion of the Plan. It has seemed to me that this would 
account for the fact, that the whole lezning has been toward Presbyterianism. 
Then, if we look at the structure of the system, we shall find these arguments 
somewhat substantiated. The second and third Articles are impartial, so far as I 
ean see. The fourth Article defines strictly a Presbyterian Church, under the 
name of Congregationalism. It provides for a Session, called a Standing Com- 
mittee; it takes the discipline of the Church out of the hands of the Chureh, 
and puts it in the hands of a Committee; and if a brother is to be tried by the 
body of the Church, he can be tried there only by an appeal from the Commit- 
tee. We have thus all the elements of a Presbyterian body. Here, then, we 
have a Plan of Union, but substantially in its elements, and in its original work- 
ings, a Presbyterian institution. I would not speak of it in any way to dispar- 
age our Presbyterian brethren. I love them. They have often come from the 
West to our New England, and ranged over our fat pastures, and borne away 
the fleeces from our flocks; they have milked our Congregational cows, but 
they have made nothing but Presbyterian butter and cheese. (Laughter.) Of 
this I do not complain. We have that confidence in our Presbyterian brethren 
and in the efficiency of a Presbyterian organization, that we do not complain; 
but when they insist on a monopoly, when they would allow no other denomina- 
tion to bring the brick and the shingles and the nails from New England, to put 
them into a Congregational edifice, we think they go too far. .1 think then the 
time has come for us to stand up as Congregationalists. We will fellowship 
them still, but we would like to do it on a principle that shall not tie our own 
hands, and prevent our helping ourselves. And here it seems to me that the 
true dignity and policy of Congregationalism should come in and help the Pres- 
byterians still; but be sure to do it ona condition that will leave us at liberty to 
help ourselves also. 

Rev. Asa Turner, of Iowa:—I wish to give a little of my experience in re- 
spect to this Plan. A complaint has been made that it throws a large portion of 
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the Ministers into the Presbyterian Church. 'This it has done—both into the Old 
and New School Churches. As a reverend doctor in the General Assembly 
once said, if you take out of the Churches all those who were Congregationalists 
in their origin, there would be little left. The question, however, is, were the 
Presbyterians to blame? I answer—in one sense, no. I was reared and educa- 
ted in New England, and I was never ashamed of my mother; but I am sorry 
that she did not teach me some things that I ought to have known. 'Twenty- 
two years ago I removed to the West. I was taught that when I went out of 
New England I must be a Presbyterian. I had never in my life heard a sermon 
upon our Church polity, and had never seen a line in print upon the subject. As 
I have said, I went to the West under the impression that it was necessary that 
I should be a Presbyterian; and soon after arriving there, I organized a Church 
in Adams county, Illinois. Everything went on harmoniously for about two 
years ; but soon there began to be friction in the General Assembly itself, and 
our Church Members became restive; and those who are acquainted with the 
history of the times at the West, know the difficulties we had to pass through. 
Our religious meetings, up to the time of the Synod, were like political meetings 
of the two parties. My Church demanded of me that they should be Congrega- 
tional. I hesitated some time about acceding to their wishes. My brethren in 
the Ministry all opposed the idea. A good father in the Presbyterian Church 
sent me word, that if I organized a Congregational Church, he must come out 
against me; and one of the Presbyterian fathers, whose name is revered in all 
the Jand, told me that if I organized a Congregational Church in Quincy, he 
would come and preach me-down. But I organized a Church, and when he 
came to Quincy, I told him, that after we got down through the soil in Quincy, 
we came to the solid rock; that the Mississippi had not washed away the soil, 
and I thought it probable it never would. 

According to the Plan of Union, when a Church is to be organized, those who 
are to compose it are to have a choice in regard to its form. I was, however, re- 
proved for giving my Church its choice. The whole feeling was that Congrega- 
tionalism must be frowned down. I knew of no Congregational Church in the 
West at that time. Afterwards I found one, but was told that the Minister was 
a Unitarian. And-I have been called a Unitarian because I taught principles 
which I received in New England, 

But I was referring to the blame. The blame is that New England fathers 
have not taught their own children. If they had been taught, if all the light had 
been spread over the land which is spread over it now, we should have seen an 
entirely different result. But when this subject began to be moved, and an ar- 
ticle was published in the New York Evangelist in regard to it, an excitement 
was got up, and good Brother Gridley said to me that all the Churches in 
Northern Illinois would be Congregational if the Ministers would letthem. But 
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time has passed on, and now the right is granted. And we rejoice to feel that 
the right is granted from you, because in 1837, after having organized thirteen 
Churches in Northern Illinois, composed of those who had asked me to organize 
them thus, on returning to New England, I tried to present myself before an 
Association in Massachusetts, and they did not know me. They regarded it as 
a heresy that I should be a Congregationalist coming from the valley of the 
Mississippi! I say then that Congregationalists were to blame in the beginning. 

I will say a few words as to what we want. The Congregationalists associ- 
ated with me do not want to make every man a Congregationalist. We do not 
want him to be so unless he wants to be so. If a Minister wants to be a Pres- 
byterian, I tell him to be so, and bid him God-speed. I have labored with Pres- 
byterians more than with Congregationalists. There is a class with whom I can 
labor with all my soul. I tell them I know they are not entirely orthodox, 
but I can fellowship them truly. What we want is an open Bible, and 
that men should have a right to act as men, to take the Bible and go where 
they please. I never lay a straw in the way of the organization of a Pres- 
byterian Church, and I ask them to allow me the same freedom. I will tell 
you where the shoe pinches. The difficulty is that when our principles 
are presented before the minds of men, the majority will choose to be Congre- 
gationalists—they cannot help it. This is so especially with regard to those 
who were born and bred in New England. And if you go into a neighborhood 
where there is a Lutheran, a Baptist, a Seceder, and others of different evangel- 
ical denominations, they see that if they would have the Ordinances of the Gos- 
pel, they must be united. Now go to them and say, “ Brother, you want to 
serve God, don’t you?” “Yes,” they say. “Well, then, come together and 
bind yourself to serve God. You need not bind yourselves to be Lutherans, or 
Baptists, or Methodists, or anything else. Come together and agree on some 
plan to serve the Lord.” Well, they come together and agree on a plan by 
which they can be united and serve the Lord, and behold they are Congrega- 
tionalists. (Approving sensation.) We have many Churches formed in this 
way. What I wish to say to Congregationalists is, that I am known at the West 
as a Congregationalist, and I do not think I shall be known as anything else. 
But I say to all, “ Fair play.” There is work enough for all to do, and room 
enough for all to do it in. But I ask these fathers from the Hast that they 
should be willing that their sons and daughters who go West should go and 
carry their own faith there. It seems to me the brethren at the East should set- 
tle the question whether their polity is in accordance with the Word of God or 
not. If it is, then take it; and if it is not, reject it; and if the Bible has not 
pointed out any Church polity, then let us know that. 

Mr. Kinessury concurred in the remarks of Mr. Turner with regard to the 
effect of the Plan of Union, as far as his own experience went, and related an 
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instance, confirming the statement that Churches were often not free in their 
choice as to the form of Church government they would have. 

Rev. Mr. Hammonp, of Michigan, said, he wished to suggest a few remarks 
upon the Plan of Union, and would premise them by stating that speakers in 
the West—and he among them—had acquired such habits of speaking, that he 
could not go round about to get at his meaning. Said he, we out West, when 
traveling from point to point, instead of going round, often go straight through 
“the openings.” I wish to say frankly with regard to the Plan of Union, that it 
has wrought evil and only evil from the beginning. I have no respect for the 
Plan, though I have a great respect for those good men of New England who 
assented to it. They ought to have been wiser, their fathers having come out 
of similar difficulties. The effect of the Plan has been to prove the truth of the 
declaration made by one, that “The waves do no more surely beat against the 
earth than the minds of ambitious men are led to encroach upon the rights of 
others.” 

Our fathers did not throw those safeguards around their children who went to 
New York which they ought to have thrown. I was brought up in Central New 
York—the very region that suffered from this Plan of Union. The example was 
set in Connecticut, and other Plans of Union were framed for New York, I can 
point to Churches in Oneida, Madison and Chenango Counties, and others which 
are to this day living witnesses to the evils of this Plan-—to the divisions and 
alienations resulting from its adoption. The earliest information which I re- 
ceived upon ecclesiastical subjects was connected with efforts to resist this plan 
of absorption. It is a plan like that spoken of in Exodus by which the rod of 
Aaron swallowed up the rods of the magicians. Such has been the result of 
the Plan in that region, 

It has been said that many Churches have been gat hered under it; but I would 
ask, would they not have been gathered without it and upon the Congregational 
principles of New England? Go as far West as you please, and would there 
not have been a republication of New England? Would not the leaven have 
gone South and West, and spread wider and wider, in accordance with the energy 
and talents of the descendants of New England, till the country was thus wholly 
pervaded with these principles ? 

Another result of this Plan is that it has since upon New England it- 
self. At Andover, where I went to study theology, I got not one idea upon 
which to make up my mind which was best—Congregationalism or Presbyterian. 
ism. Why? Because, being restricted to the Plan of Union, their mouths were 
shut, and they could not teach their students that the principles of Congrega- 
tionalism were the principles taught in the Bible, and then at the same time ins 
struct them if they went West they must join the Presbytery. I went to 
Michigan, and was there met by persons from New England—gentlemen of 
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talent, some of whom I have met here—who most cordially invited me to the 
Presbytery. The Plan of Union was a double-shotted cannon—red hot against 
Congregationalism. An effort was made to establish a Congregational Church 
at Detroit, ‘but we were met by this Plan of Union, and it was said that the 
effort to form a Church not under the control of the Presbytery showed that we 
did not respect the Plan of Union. According then to my experience in the 
West, this Plan of Union has stood right in the way of our being distinctive 
Congregationalists. [am disposed also to trace the accusations of heresy to this 
Plan of Union. Some of us were charged with Oberlinism, and some in theit 
anxiety to commend themselves to their Eastern brethren, in order to secure the 
Home Missionary fund, went to work to purge themselves from the charge of 
Oberlinism. But still the effect was that almost any Oberlin student could go to 
New England and be received by their own Associations as a good, accredit- 
ed Minister of the Gospel. I can specify facts if they are called for. Now, 
the matter is somewhat complicated. We find now that the very heresiarch 
himself has been received in Connecticut; and we would like to inquire, since 
the old lion himself has been cherished in New England and received with wel- 
come, and permitted to roar in Hartford pulpits—whether we are still to be call- 
ed upon to hunt down the whelps in the West? If there is such a radical 
heresy at Oberlin, why is this state of things? Iam rather inclined to think that 
all this mad-dog ery has grown out of the Plan of Union, and for the purpose of 
injuring Congregationalism at the West. Iam heartily glad that this Report has 
been presented, and hope it will be adopted. 

Rey. Mr. Apams, of Ohio, said,—I am anxious to complete our business, and 
hope those of us who feel moved to make speeches, will make short ones; and 
long speeches will not -be needed, if all our reports are as well matured as the 
one before us. I wish merely to touch upon one objection. It is said that this ° 
movement will “run the plow-share of division through our Churches.” I am 
satisfied from my own experience that there is no necessity for this. I have 
spent six years in Ohio, and they have been among the most peaceful in my life. 
I supposed when I went there that the Plan of Union did not require any one to 
compromise his principles; but when I attended a meeting of Presbytery, and 
saw a member received from a Congregational Association, I discovered my mis- 
take, and determined I would have nothing to do with it. We organized an As- 
sociation of three members. One was soon removed by death, and two of us 
stood alone for two years. But we stood very comfortably, conscious that we 
were on a good foundation. The whole number that have now been connected 
with the Association is eleven, two or three of whom have been dismissed, and 
there is a fair prospect of a further increase. We have no collision with our 
Presbyterian brethren. It is only necessary that Congregationalists should act 
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out their principles, and observe the simple rule that every one should mind his 
own business. 

Rey. Mr. Cotton, of Michigan, said, he was requested last spring to correspond 
with gentlemen in different Eastern States on this subject of the Plan of Union, 
and the result of his inquiries was to show that there were out of New En- 
gland, including New York, and not reckoning those in Oregon and California, 
one thousand Churches. Of this one thousand, three hundred at least are con-' 
nected with Presbyteries on the Plan of Union, so that one-third of the Churches 
formed out of New England have become Presbyterian. In this State, aecord- 
ing to the best estimates, there are two hundred Churches connected with Pres- 
byteries. On the Western Reserve there are seventy; and besides the two hun- 
dred in New York, there are one hundred and fifty independent Churches, making 
in all three hundred and fifty. We thus see the effect of the Plan has been to 
draw these Churches into Presbyteries; and they are counted as their members, 
reported as such in the General Assembly,.and go as capital in that body. I will 
only say that, born naturally in the Old Bay State, and spiritually, if ever, in this 
city, and having been connected with the Second Presbyterian Church, of which 
Dr. Spracue is Pastor, I went out to Jacksonville, Ill., and since that time, hav- 
ing labored with Presbyterians in revivals, both in the Old and New School 
Churches, I here publicly declare that I have no other than friendly feeling to- 
ward them. But being a Yankee from the Old Bay State, I think I have a right 
to protect myself, and with myself my brethren. Yankees claim the right to see 
to it, that things do not go wrong. This is our object. We have the best 
spirit with regard to Presbyterians, and wish them well. We only wish now to 
look at what has been done by the perversion of the Plan of Union. 

The Report of the Committee was then adopted. . 


IV. THE DEBATE ON SLAVERY. 


Dr. Peters made the report from the Committee to whom was referred the 
resolution relating to the system and operations of the Am. Home Missionary 
Society, and all memorials respecting aid to churches in slaveholding states. He 
read the report as follows :— 


ON THE SUBJECT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 
Your Committee are unanimous in their approbation of the voluntary and unsectarian 


character of the American Home Missionary Society, and in the wisdom and efficiency 
with which its affairs have been conducted. 
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On the subject of the Society’s relation to the Presbyterian and Congregational sys- 
tems of Church Polity, your Committee are of opinion that any disruption of present 
relations is unadvisable. 

This Committee express their belief that this Society has executed its trust toward 
both Congregational and Presbyterian churches with impartiality; and that any com- 
plaints on this head will be found to result from local interests, and not from the ad- 
ministrative policy of the Society. 


Thus far, said Dr. P., the Committee were unanimous, but in respect to the re- 
mainder of the report they were divided, nine being ir favor of it and six opposed. 
He read as follows :-— 


On the subject of aid to slaveholding churches, the Committee present the following : 


Believing that those who for their own advantage hold and use their fellow-men as 
slaves, violate a cardinal principle of true religion, and ought not to be received into 
Christian churches, it is our opinion that churches which recognize such slaveholders 
as worthy of membership, ought not to receive aid from the American Home Mission- 
ary Society ; and, therefore, in dispensing the funds with which it is intrusted by the 
Christian public, it should give aid to such churches only as refuse such recognition. 


Dr. Peters then stated that the minority had prepared a report to be pre- 
sented in place of the last half of the report of the majority, which, if it was in 
order, he would read. 

The Present allowing him to proceed, he read the following :— 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, it is the tendency of the Gospel, 
wherever it is preached in its purity, to correct all social evils, and to destroy sin in all 
its forms; and that it is the duty of Missionary Societies to grant aid to churches in 
slaveholding states, in the support of such ministers only as shall endeavor, with sim- 
plicity of purpose, and with a wise discretion in their ministry, so to preach the Gos- 
pel, and commend it to the hearts and consciences of men, that, with the blessing of 
God, it shall have its full effect in mitigating the oppressions of slavery, and leading to 
its ultimate abolition. * 


Dr. Peters then moved— 

1. That the report of the majority be accepted. 

2. That so much of that report as relates to the system and operations of the 
American Home Missionary Society, be adopted. 

3. That the report of the minority be taken up as a substitute for the remain- 
ing portion of the report of the majority. 

These motions being seconded and voted without debate, 

Dr. Pevers said—The subject referred to the Committee was that of giving aid to 
Churches in slaveholding states. I object to that report of the majority because its 
title is a misnomer, in speaking of “slaveholding Churches.” Then I object to the re- 
port itself. It first contains a declaration of faith on the subject of slavery which I 
think we are not called on to make in this assembly, and I think that it is undig- 
nified and out of place to be made here. “ Believing that those who hold their 
fellow-men as slaves violate a cardinal principle of true religion, and ought not 
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to be received into Christian Churches,” &c. I think that declaration is uncon- 
gregational, and that*it is inconsistent for this assembly to go into the interior of 
Christian Churches and say on what conditions persons shall be received. We 
are not competent to act on that subject. There is no call for the expression of 
our views, 

Again, it is stated, that “it is our opinion that Churches which recognize slave- 
holders as worthy of membership, ought not to receive aid from the American 
Home Missionary Society.” The ground of granting or withholding aid should 
be, the character of the minister whom you propose to send, and not the charac- 
ter of the Churches. The opinion of some of the members of the Committee was 
that ministers should not go to these Churches. That is, the Church must be con- 
verted from the worst of all its sins—in the reasoning of these gentlemen—be- 
fore you send them the Gospel. And then the H. M. Society should give aid to 
such Churches only as refuse the recognition of slaveholders as members. That 
must all be done in slaveholding states before you send them the Gospel. 

Then, the subject of Home Missionary operations was not referred to us. But 
in this majority report, the Home Missionary Society is brought in, and this ad- 
vice is given to that Society. Now I suppose this is uncalled for. For these 
reasons, I thought it would be better, certainly more in accordance with my own 
views, and, I suppose, the views of the great majority of our Congregational 
Churches and ministers, to leave the propriety of sending the Gospel to, or with- 
drawing it from, slaveholding states, not upon the character of the Churebes at 
all—for the more sinful the more need they have of the Gospel—but to base it 
upon the character of the ministers only. And inasmueh as it is said there are 
ministers within the slaveholding states that do advocate slavery as a biblical sys- 
tem, and therefore sustain it, I am willing to say, and tliat Churches should say, 
and that we should give our advice as follows. [See the resolution aboye. | 

When I went into that Committee I thought it was doubtful whether I would 
say anything on the subject of slavery. I knew that it was an agitating topic, 
and irritating, especially in its connection with ecclesiastical order and political 
bodies, and I thought I would avoid it if it might be done. But! found the Com- 
mittee was composed of gentlemen who had been, many of them, forward in dis- 
cussing the slavery question in its various forms, and I found that those from the 
West thought that the West would not be satisfied unless we said something on 
this-subject. I therefore was drawn from my determination.in part, and willing 
to yield my own views as far as] could. When our western brethren wish us 
to say so much, that the world may know that we are not pro-slavery men, and 
that when we are said to be such in abolition papers and speeches we are slan- 
dered, we say we think it would not be worth while to send a minister to sup- 
port slavery or give it countenance. ‘There are two ways of letting our light 
shine, One is to light a candle and put it on a candle-stick, and let it light every- 
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thing in the room, and burn only the material of which it is composed. Another 
is to light torches and firebrands, and. throw them broad-cast through the coun- 
try, as if we were in sport. I differ from any member of the Committee as to the 
course to be pursued with regard to the evil of slavery. I differ with members 
of the Committee who have left the H. M. Society, and refuse to aid it beeause it 
‘gives aid to Churches in slaveholding states. I hold that the cardinal principles 
upon which we have acted hitherto, of aiding ministers in good standing in their 
own communion, without going into the inquiry as to the mode of discipline of 
the bodies with which they are connected, whether they are Congregational or 
Presbyterian, or going into the question of the rule of government which would 
exclude any man who ever sold intoxicating drinks, are sufficient. So with re- 
gard to slavery. We send a minister to preach the Gospel, and we intend to de- 
stroy slavery in the end, but we do not wait for slavery to be destroyed before 
we commence. We go and preach the Gospel in the face of slavery. This is in 
accordance with our policy from the beginning. This is the only Congregational 
and only Christian policy, in my opinion. 

I will only add, that I wish the members of the Convention may meet this sub- 
ject with great calmness, and remember that in this Committee [have felt myself 
to be in one of the most difficult positions in which I was ever placed, in being 
obliged to differ from good men on the Committee. And if the substitute for the 
report of the majority of the Committee is one that in substance meets all your 
views, I beg that we may not be detained by amendments and suggestions, and 
that we may not be led off into a protracted debate; for we have not the slight- 
est prospect of converting each other on the subject of slavery now. Who is 
‘ready to be converted ftom his positions? Brother Blanchard is not, and I am 
not. ; 

Rey. Mr. Brancrarp replied, that his respected father Peters might have ar- 
rived at that stage of intellectual perfection which would make it impossible to 
be converted; but for his own part he was sincerely willing to be converted to 
better views than he then held. He said further, I feel it important to put some 
minor matters right before the Convention listens further to remarks upon the 
merits of the question. The father who has just addressed us remarked that the 
minority report was the report of six out of a committee of fifteen, and included 
among the minority the gentleman from Rhode Island. What I wish to say is, 
‘there is certainly an error in the number. 

Dr. Peters. The gentleman from Rhode Island told me he would go for my 
report, if it should be made the basis of discussion. 

Rey. Mr. Brancnarp. I wish to treat the report of the father, and himself, 
with all respect. He objects to the majority report because it is headed by a 
misnomer—“ On the subject of aid to slaveholding Churches.” Then he objects 
to the report, because we propose to convert slaveholders before we send the 
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Gospel there. I ask if thisis a fair statement of our position. The object of the 
majority ‘hath this extent, no more. “Believing that those who for their own 
advantage hoid and use their fellow-men as slaves,” &c. The majority wish that 
Churehes which ask aid from the free North will not hold and use their fellow- 
men as slaves for their own advantage. The father tells you that the majority 
are unwilling to send the Gospel till those Churches are converted from their sins. 
So far from this being the object of the majority, the object is this; to send a 
missionary to those Churches to convert them from their sins, and to send him 
under such gireumstances as promise their conversion, We wish to send more 
missionaries into slaveholding states, but not to preach and administer a slave- 
holding discipline. We do not wish to put the consciences of our young men 
between the upper and the nether millstone and drag them down morally, by 
sending them to preach a Gospel which shall root out and exterminate slavery, 
but on conditions which must have an effect in the future, as they have for the 
last century, to build up instead of destroy slavery. That is all the object of the 
majority. Now whether it be correct or incorrect to state that our object is to 
refuse to send ministers there till these Churches rise up and convert themselves, 
this Convention must judge. 

It was objected that the majority traveled out of the record in reporting on a 
subject which was not committed to them. I think it would have been more per- 
tinent and proper if the chairman had instructed the Committee in the committee- 
room. But this is the first time [ have heard these instructions from the father. 
Ido not know but in casting the construction of his argument in his mind, this 
was reserved as a sort of forlorn hope. The minority report speaks well in many 
respects ; but it speaks of “mitigating the oppressions of slavery, and leading to 
its ultimate abolition.” It takes a ground that would set us back half a century 
at least. Now we do not believe slavery is an evil to be mitigated, but that 
slaveholding, where a man holds a slave for his own use, as property, is a sin to 
be repented of; and that is just the difference between the two reports. You 
were told in the warmth of the argument of the father, that you were advised in 
our report to refuse aid till the Churches would exclude slayeholders. Is that 
the language of the report, every word of which the worthy chairman has attended 
to? The most that the majority wished was, that the Convention should take 
ground that those who hold slaves for their own advantage should not have aid. 

This is, after all, the main subject which has called this Convention together. 
I am entitled to say that, because, in the absence of a worthy brother, I drew the 
Call myself in the Plymouth Church at Brooklyn; I know the views of those who 
ealled this Convention, and I know this was among the leading questions that led 
to the Call. I hope the sons will have patience with the fathers, and the fathers 
with the sons. I have been thankful to God for the manner in which you have 
been pleased to speak of us at the West, and I am ready to say that though I 
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have no great veneration for men, there is no body of men for whom I have more 
veneration than this which is here assembled. 

I will say one word in explanation of a remark I have made before. I said, 
when speaking on another topic, that we came from the West to see if we could, 
take all of our New England brethren by the hand; and if I said it in soft tones, 
it is not the first time that words have been uttered in soft tones which had none 
the less of truth in them on that account. Did not President Edwards say, in 
1791, that “ while you hold negroes in slavery, you do exceeding wrong”? This 
was in 1791, two years before the Constitution of the United States was adopted, 
in a day and time when none would be suspected of fanaticism. When I was at 
Andover, it was deemed almost a heresy not to receive and hold the theology of 
President Edwards. Now I want to ask if our morality is become the purer by 
the fires that burn out our freedom ? 

Rey. Henry Warp Beecuer said—It was not my purpose to speak at all in 
this Convention, because some of the fathers said this was a Convention in which 
Henry Ward Beecher was coming to make a great racket; and asI did not know 
anything about it, I meant to disappoint them. I was satisfied all the more, be- 
cause I saw there was no occasion for it. Isaw the Spirit of God was here, and 
I should not have spoken under any circumstances if the chairman of the Com- 
mittee had not, in making his report, stopped and interlarded the whole report 
by remarks and explanations that did not fairly represent the majority of the 
Committee. ButI regret that the majority are put on the defense in this case, 
and not the minority, as is usual when committees disagree on their report. 
Now, with all deference to the father, the proper way to bring in a.report is, to 
bring it in as a document of that committee, asa unit, and then the minority may, 
if they choose, bring in a report. I think it is wrong for the chairman of a com- 
mittee to bring in a minority report, and make his remarks; and that is what has 
brought me to my feet. 

The majority did not wish to take advantage of any local currents to pledge 
this Conyention, and give force to anti-slavery sentiments; for this reason: We 
have tongues to speak for ourselves. We have papers and pulpits, and we ean 
give our opinions force according to our strength, and we do not ask any Con- 
yention to indorse anything to give authority toit. I do not want this Conven- 
tion to give force to our sentiments on the subject of slavery. 

This was my object. There is in the West a large number of Christians 
whose minds are disaffected on the sole ground that the funds of the A. H. M. 
S. went to slaveholding churches, where slaveholding for selfish purposes was no 
bar to communion. There was but one wish in my heart, which was, ‘that the 
American Home Missionary Society might be helped by the report which should 
be brought before this body. We did not propose to take the H. M.S. and 
make it the snow-plow, and put the abolition engine behind, clearing the track 
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with that. We saw that society was liable to lose some of its helpers that loved 
it—some on this side and some on that, and this was declared in the Committee. 
By the bye, I would excuse myself from anything said in committee. It is the 
first time that I ever knew the conversation in a committee brought up before a 
body and cut up and analyzed. It was our wish to bring out such a paper as 
would put those churches, which were dissatisfied, at rest, and bring them into a 
perfect agreement with the A.H. M.S. That being the object, the question 
was not whether we should make a declaration of our opinions abstraetly on 
slavery ; for if our object had been to propagate these, then it would have been 
our business to draw up a paper and present them. But our object was to con- 
ciliate men and women. Anda paper for such a purpose ought to have the grace 
of explicitness. It ought to say nay, and mean nay; or say yes, and mean yes. 
All we wanted was to bring back those churches who through their anti-slavery 
partialities were in danger of going off. 

Now, brethren and fathers, I do not pretend that that was the best report 
which could be brought here. It did not suit me as I could prepare a paper to 
suit me, if I could sit down and deliberately draw it up. But we had a commit- 
tee of fifteen men, and we were crowded for time, and had to adopt the best we 
could agree upon. There was another reason which I will not state. But I 
could not take the minority report, because it seemed to express nothing or any- 
thing. It had an excellent appearance of saying something; but under that ap- 
pearance I could not find that it said anything. That is my trouble. There are 
churches in the West who say that if the H. M. Society do not do something 
they will wheel off. So we are told that slavery thrives under our contributions, 
and we do not wish to make the Gospel an understrapper for slavery. I wanted 
to say, not that slanderous thing, that we did not want to send the Gospel until 
the slaveholders were converted from slavery, because that point was made by 
me explicitly that we thought they needed the Gospel. And we thought that 
when anything was said, it should be something temperate, but something that 
had a practical applieation to the wants of those who objected to the operation 
of the H. M.S. It was our wish to say, that while slaveholders need the Gos- 
pel, it is not wise to give aid to churches, nor, all things considered, best to send 
missionaries to the South to churches who receive slaveholders who use their fel- 
low-men for their own advantage. If I have one wish in my heart it is this, to 
see how these banded brethren of the Lord Jesus Christ—such a band as I never 
expect to see again—could take the most fiery and dangerous subjects and come 
to a Christian assent upon them; and therefore I did not mean to urge anything. 
Now, it is as much your interest as mine that there should be peace all around. 
And I am not strenuous on that report. If, in the judgment of wiser men, it is 
best to substitute this minority report, so be it. - All I want is, that it should 
not be misunderstood how these reports came before this body. 
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Dr. Bacon. Iam not particularly desirous that this Convention should say 
anything on the subject now under consideration. I am not terrified, I will add, 
by the consideration which moved the brother who has just taken his seat, and 
who argues that the churches in the Northwest, unless we speak out in accord- 
ance with their views on this particular subject, will withdraw their contributions 
from the American Home Missionary Society. For my own part, I am willing 
that the American Missionary Association should prosper and be strong enough 
to extend its operations both abroad and in the Home field; and what reason for 
alarm is there in the thought that all these discordant elements may adjust them- 
selves in that way? Even if half the churches of the Northwest should presently 
be found in connection with the Missionary Association, and should wholly with- 
draw from the Home Missionary Society, my hair would not grow gray any the 
sooner for that. The ark is the Lord’s; and if the cattle that draw it stumble, it 
is not of course my business to hold it up by putting my hand to it. If we, in 
this Convention, cannot agree in some strong and harmonious utterance on this 
matter of the relation between Home Missions and slavery, [ am very willing not 
to say anything at all; nor have I any fear of what may be the result of our 
silence. 

As for the two reports which have come from the Committee, lam not quite 
satisfied with either of them. In the report of the majority, I dislike the phrase 
“ slaveholding churches.” It is equivocal and indefinite. There are churches in 
Virginia, and perhaps in other states—at least there were such churches in Vir- 
ginia a few years ago, and it may be presumed there are now—which are literally 
“ slaveholding churches.” ‘That is, they have an endowment or fund for the sup- 
port of public worship, the endowment being invested in slaves—a half dozen, a 
half score, or a score of human beings black or yellow. These slaves are leased 
out from time to time, and the avails of their labor go into the treasury of the 
church. That is a “slaveholding church,” and I know no other. From such a 
church I am willing to withdraw all communion. Of such a church, holding fast 
its endowment and compelling a few poor people to defray the expenses of pub- 
lic worship by their labor, I am willing to say Anathema Maranatha ; and I be- 
lieve every heart here will say, Amen! [Many responded Amen.] But the 
phrase “slaveholding churches” is used in the report, as I understand it, to sig- 
nify something very different from this. It is best to use language, in a subject 
of this kind, with the utmost precision; for force depends on precision. 

I feel too that the objection of the Chairman of the Committee against the reso- 
lution proposed by the majority, is entirely valid on this point, that instead of 
looking to the fitness and fidelity of the missionary whom the Missionary Society 
is to employ and commission, it looks to the state of discipline in the church in 
which the missionary is to labor. Whether intended or not by the Committee, 
the language of the resolution does say, in effect, that we are not to send the 
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Gospel to a church in which there are members who hold and use slaves for their 
own advantage, till that church shall have first reformed its discipline and its mo- 
rals. That is the very point of the resolution, as reported. Let me ask, then, 
Are we not to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature ? 
But how shall we go into the state of Missouri and preach the Gospel, if we must . 
needs insist that the churches to which we preach it shall first come right on that 
cardinal point of Christian morality on which, more perhaps than on any other 
point, they need to be instructed and enlightened ? 

At the same time, I am free to say that Iam not pleased with the language of 
the substitute proposed by the minority of the committee. Something stronger 
and more definite would be better. Before I sit down, I will read a form of a 
resolution which would please me better than either ‘of the two now before us. 
I have written my own form, because on this subject I am somewhat in the habit 
of standing by myself. I have always found myself in a state of “betweenity” 
in relation to parties on questions connected with slavery, so that, as Baxter said 
of himself in regard to the controversies of his day, where other men have had 
one adversary I have had two. And I expect it will be so as long as I live—or 
as long as slavery lives, if I should happen to outlive it. 

The question of slavery has of late become—and it is destined still to be—a 
grand political question, not in the slavcholding states only, but throughout all 
the states. I use the term “ political” not in the low and vulgar sense of party 
politics, but in that true and high sense in which a political question is a question 
of public or national polity. The question of slavery has become a political ques- 
tion, in regard to which every elector, not to say every citizen, in these thirty-one 
sovereignties, has a distinct responsibility. Since the question of slavery was 
brought into the arena of national politics by the annexation of Texas, there has 
been developed throughout the Christian community of these free states, an in- 
tense and unanimous opposition to slavery. It has been made manifest that the 
fire of other days, the true spirit of our fathers, is yet alive and glowing under 
the embers. Party managers may attempt to bury the question under their com- 
promises, and may proclaim that the vexed and vexing subject is finally disposed 
of; but the very men who make the compromises, know at the time that there is 
no possibility of keeping them, and have no expectation so absurd as the expec- 
tation that their compromises will be final. The self-same question is to come 
up again, a few months hence, with redoubled fire and excitement, in every arena 
of political debate. At whatever moment the question of the annexation of Cuba 
comes up, or the question of the acquisition of some other territory on the Gulf 
of Mexico, that thither the slaves of Virginia may be sent, from the temperate 
clime of their birth, to swelter and die under a tropical sun in the cultivation of 
sugar, the voices of millions will rise in one loud, stern protest, till the petty jug- 
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glery that passes for statesmanship shall contrive some new compromise to 
mystify and corrupt for a season the moral sense of the great American people. 
But unanimous as we are on the political question of establishing slavery by 
the power of the Union or of permitting its continued existence where the 
government of the Union has power to abolish it, we are not unanimous on the 
question of the application of Church discipline to slavery. The moment we 
raise that question, our voices become discordant ; and the force of our protest 
against slavery as a political institution is diminished. Some hold that the mas- 
ter of slaves should instantly abdicate his power without regard to consequences ; 
and that if he refuses or hesitates, the Church should exclude him from com- 
munion. Others hold that the Jaw of love may require him to retain for a 
season the power with which the law of the land has invested him, to stand be- 
tween them and the state that treats them as enemies, and to administer a kindly 
and eivilizing government over them till they shall be able to govern themsclves. 
It is undesirable that in such a meeting as this, we should undertake to deeide 
these long disputed questions. And here I will say that I highly approve the 
discretion which the majority of the Committee have shown in the framing of 
the resolution which they have reported. They ask us to pronounce that the 
discipline of the Church should be inflicted—not upon slaveholders simply as 
such, but—upon “ those who, for their own advantage, hold and use their fellow- 
men as slaves.” Such a position is in no respect unreasonable. It is, in effect, the 
same with that which I have myself defended in our public meetings of Minis- 
ters for many years. The offense upon which it invokes the censures of the 
Church, is something which the moral sense of every human being recognizes 
as a crime. Doubtless the moral sense may be misled, blinded, or silenced. 
Doubtless men may do wickedly, without being at all aware of the wicked- 
ness they are doing. Thus there are many disputes about the moral sense; 
and some men—eyven some theologians, if I mistake not—deny that there 
is any such thing. But there is a moral sense among the elements of the human 
soul; and if any man does not know what it is, I will tell him where to find it. 
It is that faculty which gives you the idea or conception of wrong. It is that 
sense which, when a certain act is committed on yourself, makes you feel not 
only the painfulness of the thing but the wrongfulness of it. Here we have, as 
Dr. Chalmers has beautifully unfolded it, the genesis of the earliest knowledge 
of wrong and right in the mind of a child. The child of a year old begins to 
know when wrong is done to himself, and thus he comes to know when he 
does wrong to others. You know instinctively when you are wronged, as soon 
as you understand what has been done to you, You have an immediate and un- 
taught perception of injustice perpetrated on yourself. To that instinet—to that 
law of which even selfishness is compelled to be the guardian, add the great 
precept of the Gospel—* Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
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ye even so to them,”—and the revelation of the moral sense is complete. To 
this moral sense we must make an appeal against the wickedness of slavery. 
To this universal moral sense, every act of\Church discipline, which has any 
bearing on slavery, must commend itself. The universal moral sense of human 
nature knows that it is wrong for me to seize upon a human being, however 
helpless he may be before the law, and, for my own advantage, to hold and use 
him as a slave. If any man can be found who has not moral sense enough 
to know that, it might be wise to sell him for a slave till he does know it. 
{Laughter.] I heartily approve, therefore, the guarded statement of the Com- 
mittee, “that those who for their own advantage hold and use their fellow-men 
as slaves, violate a cardinal principle of true religion, and ought not to be re- 
ceived into Christian Churches.” And yet there are reasons—the President inti- 
mates that I am in danger of transgressing my limits as to time, and therefore I 
eannot state the reasons which convince me that the Convention cannot agree 
upon that resolution, and ought not to adopt it. I-will, therefore, if it be in 
order, propose the following as an amended form of the substitute introduced 
by the minority of the Committee :— 
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“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Convention, the manifestation of Christ, 
wherever his gospel is preached, and preached in its purity, will destroy ‘the works of 
the devil? slavery not excepted: and that it is the duty of Missionary Societies to 
grant aid 1o Churches in slaveholding states, in the support of such Ministers only as 
shall endeavor, with simplicity of purpose, and by wise discretion in their Ministry, 
to preach the gospel, and to commend it to the hearts and consciences of men, that, 
with the blessing of God, it shall have its full effect in awakening and enlightening 
the moral sense in respect to slavery, and in bringing to pass the speedy abolition of 
that stupendous wrong; and furthermore, that where such Ministers of the Gospel 
have no freedom to speak their convictions, and will not be received or heard by the 
people, they should depart from that place, and wipe off the dust of their feet as 
they go.” 

Dr. Patron then took the floor and said, My object is not to make a speech in 
favor of or against slavery. The question to consider is, what will be the effect 
of such a measure on the A. H. M. Society? I apprehend there is much igno- 
rance on that subject, and that if the true fact were known it would relieve the 
minds of many from much feverishness on that subject. The part of the report 
which we have adopted.is, that we will go on as we haye, in co-operation with 
that Society. The H. M. Society have said that they will not commission any 
slaveholding Missionary. This made a sensation at the time. But that man is 
not to be found on God’s earth who is a Missionary of the H. M. Society and a 
slayeholder. That position is now understood at the South. The moment a 
person who holds a commission as a Missionary of that Society becomes a 
slaveholder, his commission ceases. See how it works on the other side. A 
Missionary in Kentucky took it into his head that he would not have a person 
in communion in his Church who held a slave. The Synod write to the H. M. 


Society, “ You must dismiss that man.” They say, “ We cannot.” It is replied, 
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“He ought not to hold your commission.” It is responded, “ Are you ready to 
table charges against him, and depose him from the Ministry? Until you are, 
you must not ask us not to sustain him.” The Society has thus two oppositions 
like two mighty mountains of strength. It is my opinion that if you leave the 
report as far as you have adopted it, and let the rest lie over, and leave the So- 
ciety to work out their way as their wisdom and piety will enable to do it best, 
it will be wiser than for us to legislate on the subject in this body. There has 
been no expression used here which conveys the deep abhorrence of my soul 
against slavery. No language can be used—Dr. Cox cannot make words big 
enough to express my feeling against it. But-the question is not, how great a 
curse or blessing it is. There are so few Churches in the slave states which are 
aided by the Society, while the immense mass are in the free states; why should 
we put shackles on the Society? Itis best to let well enough alone. Let us 
express what we have adopted, and as to the rest, let us trust those men in the 
H. M. 8. who have devoted their best years and strength to this good cause. I ~ 
would postpone the majority report, the minority report, and Dr. Bacon’s rheto- 
rica] report. 

Rey. Mr. Storrs, of Brooklyn, remarked that it had been said that the subject 
now before the Convention was the principal occasion of the calling of such a Con- 
vention. The statement is incorrect. In that unqualified form it must make a 
wrong impression, however unintentionally. This Convention was occasioned 
and brought about by a multitude of influences. The reasons impelling the 
General Association of New York to invite it were manifold. All the interests 
that have here been discussed, concerning the relations of Eastern and Western 
Congregationalists, concerning the Plan of Union, the best mode of helping 
Western Churches to build Church-edifices, etc., had been considered and dis- 
cussed by the Members of that Association before they decided to propose this 
Conyention. The fact that this subject was one principal one discussed in the 
Association, at the time when the Committee was appointed to issue the Call, 
does not show at all that the Convention was called mainly on account of this. 
That was hardly more than an accidental coincidence. The existence of this 
body is a fact that has grown out of many roots; though that happened to 
be the one about which the Association was principally digging, just at that 
juncture. 

And now, as'I have said a word that seemed needful on this matter, may I be 
permitted to add a few words on the general subject before us? It seems to me 
that we may have some unnecessary heats of feeling, here; that we do all agree 
more nearly than we think. Either of the Reports is good, and will do good. 
I will begin with the Minority Report; indeed, I will not read the others, for 
they, as you know, take stronger ground than this on the matter of Slavery. 
But I am bound to say of this, after carefully reading it, that it seems to me to 
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slaveholders; and I am quite willing to have it go as the voice of this Conven- 
tion. I will read it: 

[Mr. S. read the Resolution. ] 

Now I do not say that that says all that it might say, and yet speak truthfully. 
T do not say that it says all that I should like to have it say, if only my views 
were to be consulted about it. But I do say that so far as it goes it speaks the 
Truth. It speaks Anti-Slavery Truth. The Gospel will remove error and 
wrong, where it is faithfully preached; and Missionary sid should be given ONLY 
to such Ministers as will faithfully and wisely preach it, for the accomplishment 
of this end. Undoubtedly we may go a great deal further than this, if we 
choose, and if we are all agreed, and yet keep within the limits of justness. We 
may build out our piers into the rushing current of prejudice and error on this 

subject, a great way beyond this resolution. But why should we try to do it — 
~ when we cannot do it unanimously; and when so far as we have built this, in this 
Report, it is firm, solid, durable, and has deep water enough before and all around 
it to float the largest Christian enterprise. For one, Sir, I must say, that the 
Report seems to me to have been undervalued, in respect to its Anti-Slavery 
enaracter. It is thoroughly true and good, so far as it goes, 

Then, again, Sir, I am constrained to think that this Report states the true 
ground, and the other does not, in regard to the bestowment of Missionary aid. 
That aid is given to the Minister, not to the Church. It is to enable him to 
preach the Gospel ; not to enable the Church to get rich, or to build itself larger 
and more splendid edifices. And it is therefore to the character of the MAN, 
that the Society is to look, in appropriating its aid. "Whomsoever God has called 
to the kingdom of his Son, and to the work of his Ministry, by the regenerating, 
enlightening and quickening influences of the Holy Spirit, Him I ought to own; 
the Churches and their Societies ought to own and accept him, and to aid him as 
he needs it. We cannot be absolved from this obligation. It is because of this 
obligation that Missionary Societies exist and are sustained. Wheresoever any 
man has Christ within him, his Wisdom, Righteousness, and his Hope of Glory 
—and wheresoeyver he is endeavouring, with his whole heart and mind, in the de- 
votion of his life, to earry to men the knowledge of this Christ, to make them 
sharers in this Redemption—I have no right to withhold from him my aid, my 
sympathies, my prayers, and my pecuniary contributions. I am bound, on the 
other hand, to give them all to him. And I never can say—in even that poor 
measure in which any mortal man may say it after Christ—I never can say, when 
Death comes to me, and I look back upon Life and the mission with which God 
has entrusted me in it, “It is finished ”—if I fail to do this. 

And, Sir, I think we should be extremely cautious how we limit the scope of 
this Missionary aid. Of course we should not so extend it, as to establish error 
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or wrong-doing by our charities. But I think we should look upon differences 
of view, on this very subject of Slavery, with a great deal of forbearance; per- 
haps, I may say, with a pretty broad latitude of indulgence. Why, Sir, there 
have been times in my experience, and not long ago, either—when I could not 
for the life of me find it in my heart to say that I esteemed as Christian brethren 
Ministers, my neighbors, perhaps some of them in this house, for their views on 
this very matter of American Slavery. They have seemed to me to preach 
a doctrine most thoroughly anti-Christian; a doetrine from which my whole 
nature recoils, to its inmost depths. And yet if these men had applied to 
me for aid in preaching the Gospel—should I have been justified in with- 
holding it from them? Not so long as I had confidence in their Christian cha- 
racter, and in their capacity to preach. They may be greatly in error upon 
this subject. To my mind they are so; greatly and fearfully. But I could 
not withhold from even them my aid, so long as I was satisfied that they 
preached in substance, and with desire to bless men, the Gospel of the Mas- 
ter. Of course it will be a question, and a grave one, how far a man may go in 
ministering to a Church that has slaveholders in it, and retain our confidence in 
his wisdom and zeal, and his single-hearted devotion to the Master. That is a 
question for the Societies who sustain him to answer in its time. But so long 
as they respect and love him as a Christian Minister, they are bound to assist 
him, so far as he needs it. 

I will add, too, that it seems to me that now more than at any other time, it 
becomes us to be united, and most efficiently united, in this work of Home Mis- 
sions. Now when God is pouring the heathen upon us—is about to bring them 
from the shores of the Pacific over to our Eastern slope, to live in our very 
households and families—and when the population of our country is increasing 
and spreading with such unexampled rapidity—when it is sweeping out on every 
side with the speed of Steam, and I had almost said of the electric foree—now, 
more than ever, we ought to labor, together and most vigorously, to evangelize 
our Land. We should carry abroad the Gospel, wherever we can get place for 
it. We owe it to the country which God has given us; so rich, and vast, and 
populous, as it shall be. We owe it to the World; over whose affairs, and for 
whose good, this country is to be grandly and permanently influential. I feel, 
in every fibre of my being, that now it becomes us with new, unfainting, re- 
doubled zeal, to plant the Gospel everywhere in this country ; to plant it, and to 
maintain it, by the presence of the Preacher. We send the Word of God in the 
Bible, everywhere; to Slave-States, as to Free. Why not the Minister, then? 
who is to be the living, breathing, Word of God; who is so, just so far as he 
feels and expresses the Spirit of his Master. Puthim wherever men will receive 
and hear him, I say; without waiting till they are rid of their worse forms of Sin. 
Put him there, and keep him there, so long as you are satisfied of his Christian 
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character—and so long as they will let him remain. If he cannot do all the 
good we wish, let us be grateful for the goodhe can do. The Gospel is a Light ; 
and wherever it is placed, it will enlighten at least partially the surrounding 
darkness. And our aim must be to increase and multiply such centres of light, 
till the Land is full of their clear illumination. 

For these reasons, I, for one, am in favor of the Minority Report. I hope we 
shall take no action in this body, that will not be unanimous and hearty ; no ac- 
tion that will be divisive, and put us apart from each other, in regard to this 
great work of Christian philanthropy. Except for the strength of my convictions 
on this subject, 1 would not have spoken, but have left it to others to speak more 
ably, in this Presence. But I do feel, deeply, strongly, vitally, that we ought as 
Christian men to be agreed in this matter. And while, as an Anti-Slavery man, 
I might amend the Minority Report to suit my views more perfectly, | am sure 
that so far as it goes it states and maintains good, stable, Anti-Slavery, Curis- 
TIAN ground, 

Rev. Mr. Brancuarp said that though he did say, in the hurry of speaking, 
that this subject was the principal occasion of calling the Convention, he after- 
wards corrected it, and said it was one of the principal reasons for calling it. 

After some farther discussion, the whole subject was re-committed. 

After the Communion, the President called the Convention to order, when Dr. 
Peters reported that the Committee on Home Missions had come to a unani- 
mous and cordial agreement on the question that had been referred back to them. 
The report was read, and was at once unanimously adopted, without debate, as 
follows :— 


THE CONCLUSION ON SLAVERY. 


On the subject of aid to Churches in the slaveholding states, the Committee present 
the following resolution :— 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, it is the tendency of the Gospel, 
wherever it is preached in its purity, to correct all social evils, and to destroy sin in all 
its forms; and that it is the duty of Missionary Societies to grant aid to Churches in 
slaveholding states, in the support of such ministers only as shall so preach the Gospel, 
and inculcate the principles and application of Gospel discipline, that, with the bless- 
ing of God, it shall have its full effect in awakening and enlightening the moral sense 
in regard to slavery, and in bringing to pass the speedy abolition of that stupendous 
wrong; and that wherever a minister is not permitted so to preach, he should, in ac- 
cordance with the directions of Christ in such cases, “ depart out of that city. ”? 


So happy a result of a discussion, from which many had anticipated evil, called 
forth at once a devout expression of gratitude from the Convention, which closed 
the labors of the day. 
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V. CLOSING ADDRESSES. 


Rev. Mr. Horsroox, of Iowa, presented the following Resolution :— 


Resolved, That we gratefully and devoutly recognize the over-ruling providence of 
God in calling this Convention together, in the measures which have been adopted, 
and the entire harmony with which its results have been arrived at. 


Mr. H. said—Mr. President, You will bear in mind that Western brethren have 
occupied but a small portion of the time and attention of this Convention. It 
was not our design to do so. We felt a deep interest in the calling of this Con- 
vention, and in its proceedings. But we desired it more for the purpose of mutual 
acquaintance, and to enable our fathers and brethren of the East to give us ad- 
vice in regard to our course in the cireumstances in which we are placed as Con- 
gregationalists, than for the purpose of bringing forward any plan of our own. 
Therefore, we are quite satisfied that others have occupied the attention of the 
Convention, and have brought forward and given direction to its measures. Itis 
true that on one or two points we might have wished to ask a little time, to 
state some facts in order to impress this Convention with the importance of the 
measures which have been adopted. But we saw that everything was moving 
entirely to our satisfaction, and we were content. 

I wish to say in my own behalf, and I believe in behalf of every individual at 
the West, that we are perfectly satisfied, so far as we are concerned, with the de- 
cisions of this Convention, and the results to which it has come.. In the first 
place, we have taken up the Plan of Union, and in accordance with the unanimous 
views of men who have lived in the West, and have seen the practical operation 
of that Plan, we have decided that whatever may have been the wisdom and 
propriety of adopting it, the day of its usefulness, if it ever had any, is gone by. 
We are unanimously of the opinion that this Convention has acted wisely, and 
in accordance, not only with the best interests of our denomination, but of the 
cause of Christ throughout the West, in declaring that it is not wise to attempt 
to carry out any longer this specific Plan of Union. We believe the attempt to 
do it would be productive of more collision than anything else. 

In the second place this Convention has decided that it will frown on all repre- 
sentations and charges against us at the West, unless those who make them will 
do it specifically, and hold themselves responsible for the truth of the allegations. 
We were desirous that some such action should be taken by this Convention for 
various reasons, one of which was, that it would encourage and strengthen West- 
ern brethren in their labors, and prevent their being disheartened as they have 
been by such reports as have been made before Associations at the East, and 
which were calculated to undermine our influence, and destroy your confidence in 
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us. There has been a systematic design in these reports, as some think, for the 
purpose of cutting off the bond of sympathy between the East and the West, 
so that that sympathy might be turned into another channel. There has been a 
great effort made to prove that the cause of Christ was safer in the hands of 
another denomination than in ours. Iam rejoiced, and all the West unite with 
me in rejoicing, that this decisive course has been taken. We do not agree that 
the passage of this Resolution was of little or no importance; on the other hand, 
we regard its passage of as much importance as anything done by this Conven- 
tion. It will tell upon our Eastern brethren, and upon those who are desiring to 
throw obstacles in our way in our operations at the West. 

I regard the measures with respect to Church building as very important, and 
entirely satisfactory. 

In regard to the action of the Convention respecting the A. H. M. Society, we 
are all unanimously agreed. We have confidence, and have always said it in 
public and in private, in all the officers of the A.H. M.S. With reference to 
myself, I will say that I have been understood as having expressed some opinion 
that they were partial in their operation, or that the operation of the Society at the 
West tended to injure Congregationalism, and aid another denomination. I have 
never expressed, and never held such an opinion. We have confidence in the 
officers of that Society, that they have been wholly impartial in all their action ; 
and we rejoice to have the opportunity, as we did in Iowa last spring, to ex- 
press our confidence in these brethren who manage that Society, and to declare 
our opinion that they have been entirely impartial in the administration of its 
affairs. 

And in regard to the subject of Slavery, I cannot express the gratitude that I 
feel to God, that we come to so happy a result upon it. There is a deep feeling 
in the Western Churches on the subject of Slavery; and I rejoice to say that the 
position taken last evening is precisely the position which I have advocated in 
our General Association, and in the newspapers; and I believe it is a decision 
which will commend itself heartily to all our Churches in the West, that the in- 
fluence of it will be to strengthen the influence of the H. M. Society beyond all 
calculation. It will prevent those who were hesitating about withdrawing from 
doing so now, and will, perhaps, be the means of drawing others into our organ- 
ization. The importance of holding Western Churches with these Boards is 
greater than most men are aware of. The day is not distant when vast sums of 
money, and I have no doubt many men, will be drawn from the Western 
Churches to aid these Boards in their work of evangelizing and saving the 
world. In my Church, which is on the frontier, we have five men converted and 
in colleges, preparing themselves to engage in the Missionary work at home and 
abroad. My Church has contributed during the past year nearly seven hundred 
dollars. It was a few years ago a Missionary Church, That is only one exam- 
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ple out of many that I could mention. Many more will do the same thing be- 
fore long. It is of vast importance that we act harmoniously, that Western 
Ministers and Churches be retained in connection with these great Boards which 
we love, and have been taught to love from our youth. I would sooner cut off 
my right hand than cut off my connection with either of these Boards, so long 
as I can act conscientiously with them. 

I have but a word more to say, which is, that the great object accomplished by 
this Convention after all, has been the bringing of us together here and making 
us acquainted with the views and feelings of each other with respect to the great 
measures which have been adopted by us. We feel, and our fathers and brethren 
from the East feel that we are one in sentiment, one in our great views of action; 
and this, if nothing more had been accomplished, and we had not adopted one of 
the measures which have been before us, would have been sufficient to remu- 
nerate us for all the time and trouble and expense we have been at in coming. 
And I do most heartily thank God for the calling of this Convention and for the 
measures adopted. It is a great Convention; its influence will flow far and 
wide over this nation, and far down the stream of time, and I have no doubt 
our descendants will look back upon this Convention with something of the 
feeling with which we look back upon a similar Convention of our denomina- 
tion, held nearly two hundred years ago. 

Rey. J. B. Waker said, he desired for himself and others to suggest a single 
modification or amendment in one passage of the remarks which had just been 
made. He supposed it was implied in the remarks, but he wished it to be dis- 
tinctly stated. He agreed to all things that had been said concerning the valuable 
results which would follow the doings of this Convention. But in regard to the 
statement that the action of this Convention would have the effect to prevent 
many Churches from withdrawing from the American Home Missionary Society, 
it should be added—provided that Society shall think proper to act upon the prin- 
ciples set forth in the report of this Convention. This Convention is not the 
American Home Missionary Society, and our report does not speak for it. If 
that Society shall continue to send out Missionaries who receive and retain 
members in their communion who hold and treat men as property—if they sus- 
tain men in slaveholding states, who preach the Gospel so that it will not have 
an effect to bring to pass the “speedy abolition of the tremendous wrong of 
slavery”—if these principles of the report are not carried out by the old 
Boards, many Churches already disaffected both at the West and the East, will 
give their contributions to other Societies, and many not now disaffected will 
become so. 

Rev. J. Buancuarp, of Illinois, said, He wished likewise to acquiesce in the 
things spoken by Mr. Hotproox in behalf of the West, with the addition or 
suggestion just stated by Mr. WaLker. 


94 


The resolution was then adopted. 

Dr. Hawes then rose and said, that in a remark made in his Sermon he was 
the author of a wrong impression in regard to the date of the last preceding 
General Convention of Congregationalists. He had been misled himself by a 
newspaper article on the subject, but had since learned that the last Convention 
was held in 1680. The one which he had in his mind when the statement was 
made in the Sermon, was held in 1657. 

Rey. Father Armstrong, of Ballston, N. Y., said—My Christian Fathers and 
Brethren, I stand before you as an anomaly in my generation, being now seventy- 
seven years of age, and having enjoyed through my long life perfect and uninter- 
rupted good health. I feel that I have been abundantly rewarded for coming up 
to this Convention. I am the only Congregational Minister in all the counties in 
the region where I live. All the rest have gone over to Presbyterianism, and I 
am left alone. But I rejoice that I have been here, and I accord fully in my 
heart in all the doings of the Convention. I verily believe in my heart that, as 
it was said in the Scripture of Josiah, “he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord,” so it may be said of you. That should always be our aim, either 
as individuals or in public assemblies. Now in closing I will say in the language 
of Divine Inspiration, “Whatsoever your hands find to do, do it with your 
might.” To glorify God, is the work our hands find to do, to serve our genera- 
tion and to set our house in order and prepare for death and eternity. And may 
the Lord God of heaven keep us and enable us to do it for the glory of His 
great name and the good of His Church and people on earth. 

Dr. Bercuer then said—I feel greatly relieved, greatly delighted, and highly 
grateful for the evidence we have had of the Divine presence in the counsels and 
deliberations of this meeting. Permit me to say that I have been conversant 
with this whole subject, having been half the time in the Presbyterian Churches 
and half the time in the Congregational. God helping, I have been affectionate and 
faithful, and I have felt that just about as much good might be done in the one as 
in the other. With respect to this division, it is incidental to the circumstances 
in which we are found. With reference to the manner in which we were 
brought together, it is true there has been some scratching on both sides ; but 
that is all gone now, and no matter for that. From the feelings shown and de- 
clarations made here, I think we are now cut off from all chafings incidental to 
a state of things which we had outgrown. Now there is a mutual understand- 
ing, and each can march onward under its own denominational colors, and happy 
is the man who can do the most good. We shall have no more letters of com- 
plaint nor ex parte statements. Home Missions and Foreign Missions will have 
our prayers and support. We shall “go ahead,” and we shall see the Millen- 
nium much quicker than if we had stood where we were when this Convention 
met. 
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An appropriate and solemn closing prayer was made by Rev. Dr. Catuoun, of 
Connecticut, after which the Convention united in singing the Christian Doxol- 
ogy. The President then, at half-past 10 o’clock, a.m., declared the Conven- 
tion adjourned, sine die, and the members parted in love to go to their several 
homes. 
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